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Rita Hester Vigil Held 
CALLING ALL BISEXUALS AND ALLIES: EQUALITY 
Rita Hester, a male-to- 


female transsexual, was found 
in her Allston apartment No- 
vember 28, suffering from 
multiple stab wounds. to the 
chest. 

She died shortly af- 
terwards. So far there have 
been no reports of suspects. 

The majority of the local 
media (Bay Windows, Boston 
Globe, Boston Herald and 
local television) have so far 
represented Rita disrespect- 
fully and inaccurately as a "a 
man who sported long braids 
and preferred women's 
clothes” and a transvestite. 


gi EEE 

The Boston Bisex- 
ual/Transgender communities 
(including the Bi Resource 
Center, .Biversity, BBWN, 
Gender Talk radio} organized 
around the hate crime and its 
subsequent misreporting. 
They held a candlelight vigil, 
a truth rally, created their own 
press releases, web. -sites 
(www.ritahester.org), . organ- 
ized a letter writing campaign 
to the offensive media. 

(More on Rita Reactions on page 7) 


WHAT IS EQUALITY 

BEGINS AT HOME? 

The Plan 

During the week of March 

21-27, 1999, BTLG activist 

and our allies across the 

country will plan and par- 

ticipate in actions to pro- 

mote equality and justice at 

the state level. 

The Goal 

Vv To strengthen. bisexual, 
transgender, lesbian, 
and gay, (BTLG) and 
organizing efforts in 
every state and terri- 
tory. 


v To draw national atten- 
tion to our efforts to 
pass hate crimes laws, 
civil rights laws, sup- 
portive family laws, and 
to fight anti-gay initia- 
tives at the state level. 


v To unite across state 
lines through nationally 
coordinated actions and 
strategies. 

Get Involved! 


BiNet USA endorsed the 
goals of EBAH in 1998 and 
during the Regional Organ- 
izer retreat in November 
ideas were enthusiastically 
presented for making a bi 
presence in the states and 
territories. Everyone is en- 
couraged to get involved in 
your state/territory BTLG 


BEGINS AT HOME! 


coalition. Some suggestions 
include creating a Bi or 
Bi&Trans day and do edu- 
cation and lobbying around 
our perspectives and issues. 
More colorful approaches 
include a demonstration or 
action with painted . faces, 
colored hair, special but- 
tons, t-shirts etc. There is 
no limit as to what can be 
done, Main events will fea- 
ture a broad range of activi- 
ties including lobby days, 
rallies and demonstrations 
on state capitals, and public 
education events highlight- 
ing key BTLG issues. Plans 
should also include strate- 
gies for effective multicul- 
tural and coalition organiz- 
ing. 


To get involved, work with 
a local or state bi organi- 
zation and work with your 
state coalition by attend- 
ing and participating in 
the planning meetings. 


If there is no bi group 
near you, contact your Re- 
gional Organizer or a Na- 
tional. Coordinator. They 
can help start a bi group 
in your area. 


The state coalitions play a 
key role and are loosely or- 
ganized in a national Fed- 
eration of State BTLG Or- 
ganizations. The federations 


first meeting marked a criti- 
cal moment for the BTLG 
movement as state groups 
pushed forward with plans 
for Equality Begins at Home 
actions in states and territo- 
ries during March 21-27, 
1999, 


"Its been exciting to see the 
heightened focus on state- 
wide organizing that's devel- 
oped since the Federation's 
inception two years ago," 
said Dianne Hardy-Garcia, 
Federation co-Chair. "We're 
thrilled by the continued 
growth of the Federation 
(Continued on page 11) 
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BiNetUSA, as the largest national Bi- 
sexual organization, has a tough task. It 
strives to represent all bisexuals, re- 
gardless of race, creed, gender, marital 
status, "out'-ness, religion, lifestyle, or 
class. 

Often, durmg the day-to-day 
running of such a broad organization, 
our focus is on national tasks - decreas- 
ing biphobia, increasing bi visibility, 
fighting oppression in all its forms - we 
forget to mention how committed we 
are to addressing the needs of all bi- 
sexuals. 

The leadership of BiNetUSA 
is truly a subset of the group. Organiz- 
ers are married, have chosen not to 
matry until everyone has the right, 
committed to a swinger/polyamourous/ 
monogamist lifestyle. 

We have Pagans, Atheists, 
Agnostics, Catholics, Wiccans, Jewish, 
Buddhists, and Christian members. 
Our leaders are White, Black, Native 
American, Latino/a. 

There are wimmin, women, trans- 
genders, men. We've got femmes and 
butches, clothing from gender fucks to 
Mainstream styles. We have people in 
the leather community, the BDSM com- 
munity, hedonists, as well people into 
more mainstream sexual expressions. 
Some embrace the term "queer"; others 
are repulsed by the word.. Some are 
young, others mid-life, others are en- 
joying retirement. 

We have vegetarians, ommi- 
vores, and carnovores. We are home- 
makers, engineers, unemployed, stu- 
dents, social workers. We run the 
gamut from straight-identifed to gay- 
identified. Most importantly, there are 
people who fit into none of these cate- 
gories, who are typically categorized as 
etcetera, 

It can be frustrating at times, 


trying to accomplish the task at hand, | 
‘Passages 


with all the differences. But, in the 
end, we are a stronger group because of 
this diversity. Its my opinion that its our 
number one job to reach all bisexuals, 
regardless of the above mentioned cate- 
gories, BiNetUSA is striving to in- 


crease visibility in all communities. 
We can best do this by sharing our 
voices - all voices. 

The multicultural initiative, led by 
Brett Beemyn, is trying to reach out to 
all members of all ethnicities and the 
differently abled. They need more 
voices. If you have an interest in this 
discussion, please contact Brett at 
brett_beemyn@ccmail.wiu.edu. 

The rural initiative is attempt- 
ing to decrease the isolation felt by bi's 
in the non-urban areas. How do people 
with no local bisexual community stay 
connected? How do we help people 
separated by distance feel a sense of 
community? If you are interested in 
this initiative, please contact Marcella 
Bucknam, quest@binetusa.org. 

The Technology Resource Ini- 
tiative's goal is to find a place for BiNet 
and BiNet members in this modern 
world. There are techies and techno- 
phobes. Some voices push for more 
internet-based communication; others 
remind us not to isolate people who 
choose to live in the “real world." One 
of our big tasks is providing organizers 
with the tools needed to communicate 
in the cyber world. If you are inter- 
ested in this discussion, please contact 
Jon Spinner, jspinner@binetusa.org. 

The youth initiative reaches 
out to people under the age of 25. It 
is our belief that the youth of this nation 
face problems with respectability, com- 
ing out, finding a voice. We provide 
them a forum to discuss these issues. 
Please contact Timothy Turner 
(turmner@binetusa.org) for more infor- 
mation. 

There has been talk of late 
about the more seasoned members of 
the Bisexual community. There is 
much interest in reaching out to the 


older community. Issues with the find- 
ing your identity later in life... Or ear- 
lier in life and having to adapt to the 
"queer" world. Issues of health, the 
exodus of our elders from organized Bi 
communities, and being ignored in this 
youth-centered world are so important - 
and often ignored. Interested parties 
should contact Marcella Bucknam, 
quest@binetusa.org. 

T'd like to increase discussion 
across groups of all partnership status. 
One thing I've seen in earlier discus- 
sions (bi communities world wide, this 
is not a BiNet issue) is strong feelings 
of us and them. Its easy to understand - 
there is so much lifestyle-phobia out 
there, groups quickly become polar- 
ized. Married Bisexuals may feel they 
aren't "queer" enough. While others in 
same sex relationships might resent the 
married people's heterosexist privilege. 
Some polyamourists, tired of majority 
judgement, choose to surround them- 
selves with similar people. Monogamist 
Bisexuals feel unweicome after hearing 
terms like "unenlightened" and "myth 
of Monogamy”. Swingers feel like eve- 
ryone's crazy aunt, locked in the closet; 
that, in an attempt to dispel Bi stereo- 
types, we've thrown them under the bus. 
If anyone is interested in continuing 
this discussion, please contact myself 
(wendyc@binetusa.org) or the newslet- 
ter (newsletter@binetusa.org). 

We're always looking for re- 
gional organizers. However, if you 
feel you can't commit that much time, 
these initiatives are a great way to get 
involved, We want to hear from you!!! 
If you're interested in suggesting an- 
other initiative, or leading a discussion 
not mentioned, please contact one of 
the sextet. 


- Wendy Curry 


v 


- Gerry White, BiNet Colorado organizer. He was a long-time activist 
with the Bisexual Center of San Franscisco in the early 80s, and was the 
editor of last year;s BiNet Colorado newsletter. 
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Lette rs to Other Edito rs: Opinions on Bisexuality in the Media 


From Out Magazine, Jan 1999 
ENDLESS LOVE I was amused to see 
lan McKellen and Your writer out my 
late husband, William A. Henry II, 
tasteless as it was ["To Sir, With Love” 
by David A. Keeps, October]. Not only 
has Ian met me; I received a moving 
personal note from him when Bill died 
suddenly four years ago. At least Bill 
was acknowledged as the originator of 
the term outing, noted first by William 
Safire several years ago. 

Anyone who knew my husband even 
slightly was well aware that he was a 
man of appetite in all things, and kept 
no secrets. 

It's been my observation that most 
gay men seem unwilling to accept the 
possibility of bisexuality. To them, any 
man who says he's bisexual is really gay 
but can't or won't admit it. I suppose 
that choice diminishes their chances of 
getting a date. 

I was not a "cover" for Bill's gay- 
ness. | was a partner in all senses of 
the word with whom Bill chose to 
spend his life. I feel privileged to have 
shared 14 years with one the great 
thinkers and analytic writers of our 
time. The rules of our marriage-of any 
marriage-are nobody else's business. 


d 


And, Ian, it's the sunsets I miss, too. 


GAIL M. HENRY, BOSTON 


From On Our Backs, Dec 1998 
Congratulations on the triumphant re- 


turn of On Our Backs! Intelligence, 
eroticism, and creativity were abun- 
dant in the first two new issues; I es- 


pecially loved the two butches 
(August/September 1998) in the last 
one- they looked like they were having 
a blast! Now for my one concern. 
There seems to be a large number of 
bisexuals at On Our Backs, which is 
great-I'm bi myself-but I read your 
magazine for the wimmin. It would be 
a shame to lose our only source of 
feminist women's porn to excessive 
inclusiveness. Adventure Girl may 
consider it risqué to swing with a wife 
and husband (August/September 
1998), but I can think of no more de- 
pressing cliche. 
Melissa Keith, Ontario, Canada 


OOB responds: 

We own a bi-o-meter and it's our pol- 
icy to demand bi-readings of every 
person who wishes to associate with 
our magazine. One model went down 


on a man last year and we're still burn- 
ing candles in her memory, 
Thanks for calling us on our grave 


mistake: including bi-women along 
with true dykes, real dykes, and only 
dykes. 


(Ed note: we're pretty sure OOB’s response was 
meant to be sarcastic) 


Open Letter to Time Magazine: 


In the Michael Huffington arti- 
cle (Time, Dec 21, 1998), Huffington 
declares himself Bisexual (“First of all, 
Huffington says, he thinks of himself 
not as gay but as probably bisexual: in 
other words, his marnage to the former 
Arianna Stassinopoulos wasn't a total 
sham. “). However, the title of the arti- 
cle was: A Politician Comes Out: Mi- 
chael Huffington, after years of strug- 
gle, reveals that he's gay--and starts a 
new life as a gay activist. 

Cheers to you for correcting 
esquire magazine’s misrepresentation 
of Huffington, But jeers for the title. 
The impact of the correction is mini- 
mized when the title perpetrates the 
myth. 

- Wendy Curry, Manchester, NH 


Cartoon Guide to Gender (part 2) by norrie mAy-welby 


rte WHAT MAT BE CONSIDERED 
mE IN ONE COLTURE MAY BE 


IN ANOTHER CULTURE 


(E.G: ins AFGHANISTAN ONLY WOME 
WEAR TROUSERS WHILE MON 
WEAR LONG FLOWING DRESSES) 


TEN THINK THE 
koa EEA ARE REA t TRUTHS 


Look for Part 3 of CGG in the 
Spring issue! 


Full Cartoon 
available at: 


http://www-personal.usyd. 
edu.au/~sfraser/cat/ultra/ 
ultraS. html 
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Bisexual Politics and Politicians 


Kate Brown muses Oregon Gay Rights issues 


By CHARLES E. BEGGS 


SALEM, Ore. -- Even though an 
openly bisexual woman now holds one 
of the Oregon Legislature's top leader- 
ship posts, she believes gay rights sup- 
porters may have a hard time getting 
their agenda passed next year. 

"Im skeptical of the leadership," 
said Sen. Kate Brown, D-Portland, the 
newly elected Senate minority leader. 
She noted that the breakdown in the 
Senate is still 17-13 in favor of the Re- 


Mantilla Campaign 


publicans, so despite any influence she 
may have for gay rights issues, her cau- 
cus will still be outgunned. 

Brown said gay rights backers might 
have to settle for small steps, such as 
the last session's funding of a state co- 
ordinator to help prevent teen suicides, 
of which gays make up a significant 
share. 

"We're treading lightly,” said Jean 
Harris of Basic Rights Oregon, the big- 
gest gay rights advocacy organization 
in the state. She sees the group's pos- 


ture as a mainly defensive one. If the 
Legislature pushes an extreme right- 
wing bill on gays "we'll be there to pre- 
vent them from passing bad things. ... 
It's a fight against the religious nght- 
wing agenda.” 

"We're sort of waiting to see how 
many anti-gay things are going to come 
up and whether they'll pass the employ- 
ment bill after 23 years,” Harris said. 
"The employment bill is the only thing 
on the front burner." 

- Associated Press, November 22, 1998 


Evelyn Mantilla is one of two 
openly bisexual state legislators in the 
country. She is a State Representative 
from Hartford, Connecticut. She was 
just re-elected. While I worked on her 
first two campaigns, this one was dif- 
ferent because she is now "out" as bi- 
sexual. 

I have been friends with 
Evelyn since before she came out. Ac- 
tually the day she came out as bisexual 
in front of the whole crowd at the 1997 
Pride Gathering was the first time I had 
ever heard her speak the word bisexual. 

She first won election in Feb- 
ruary 1997 after losing the previous 
November to the incumbent. The in- 
cumbent lost his position after being 
found guilty of voter fraud and other 
charges. Evelyn beat five potential re- 
placements, but chose not to come out 
at that time. The summer after she was 
elected she came 
out and proposed to her partner. They 
were married in January 1998. 

This November, Evelyn won 
reelection even though she had both a 
primary and an independent right wing 


opponent to defeat. She won both 
fights. I worked on her campaign along 
with many other bisexuals, drag queens, 
gay men, lesbians and plenty of straight 
folks. We had a great time. Evelyn 
managed to stay strong even though her 
opponent had been one of the key or- 
ganizers of the rally in the Bahamas 
which was successful in keeping a 
women's cruise ship from docking at a 
port. He utilized tactics which had 
been unsuccessfully employed in other 
campaigns in predominantly latino 
communities. He pasted hundred of 
posters all over the district which read 
"No Metas La Pata” (which has two 
meanings one of which is "Don't put in 
the dyke"). Some of Evelyn's constitu- 
ents were at first afraid to touch her 
hand 

when she came knocking on their doors 
because her opponent had been telling 
people she was teaching anal sex to 
young children. 

On election day, her opponent 
drove from poll to poll not delivering 
voters, but to blare loud music with 
similar offensive phrases. One of the 


people handing out his fliers told voters 
"Vote against homosexuality in the 
schools". 

Over and over in the queer 

press Evelyn was referred to as a les- 
bian. I wrote a letter after several bi- 
sexuals had called to complain and ask 
for corrections without positive results. 
Evelyn is an easy candidate to work for 
because I believe in her. She is a pro- 
gressive, Puerto Rican bisexual woman 
married to a woman. She stands up in 
the State legislature and says, "I am a 
bisexual woman..." It is awesome!!! 
I am excited to say I helped organize 
two fundraisers which raised a few 
thousand dollars for her campaign as 
well as plenty of phone calling, poll 
standing and driving voters to the polls 
on election day. 

Evelyn has inspired at least 
three other local bisexuals to seriously 
consider running for office. 

I know that her re-election is positive 
for her district as well as all of the city 
of Hartford, the state and the national 
bisexual movement. 

- Jennifer Hadlock 
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The Importance of Bisexual Symbols 


I have seen the bisexual 
movement grow over these 
many years. From the late 
70's, when only a few cities 
had small Bi groups (San 
Francisco, New York and 
Washington DC were three of 
them), to the present time 
when there are in existence 
over 2,000 local Bi organizations, a 
national magazine (Anything That 
Moves), a national organization (BiNet 
USA), and international Bi conferences 
every two years (1998 it was held in 
Boston and in 2000 it will take 
place in Rotterdam). 

Over the years I have 
seen how the Bi community 
wanted to have its own sym- 
bols. The first widely used 
were various combinations of 
the female/male circles with an 
attached cross for the female 
and an arrow for the male - three and 
four being the most common one. Of 
course, one implication was that to be 
bisexual one had to be in a threesome 
or foursome. 

The second most common Bi 


symbol used was a "take off" from the 

gay movement - two triangles 

(one in back of the other) one 

pink, the other blue. Some bi- 

sexuals felt it relied too 

much on the gay symbol 

and did not really express 

the bisexual condition. 
This past year saw the 

introduction of two new Bi sym- 

bols.: 

A. Amazon Woman amazonwo- 

man@mindspring.com) created a three 

looped 
— symbol expressing a person's 

feminine side, masculine 

side, their own individual, 

and where they are on the 

‘continuum. They are very 

T beautiful and 

available as neck- 

laces, anklets, on 

T-shirts, and 

broaches in either gold or = 

silver, She has promoted 

these items at all the major 

Bi conferences and they can be bought 

over the internet at: http://www. 


Upcoming Conferences 


amazonink.com 

B. A most important new Bi symbol 
was created last month by Mike Page 
who began the BiCafe - a wonderful 
and colorful BiPride Flag. It 
has three horizontal stripes: ma- 
genta, turquoise, and royal blue. 
The flag, as well as mugs, t- 
shirts, bumper stickers, key 
chains, etc. all with the new bi 
logocan be purchased at: http:// 
www.bicafe.com/BiMart/index.cfm 

The Bi Resource Center, as 
well as BiGear, also sell Bi items. You 
can find their web sites on my page 
www.bisexual.org (commercial re- 
sources), 

A community needs to be rec- 
ognized through its symbols. Everyone 
now knows that the rainbow flag is a 

symbol for the lesbian/gay 
movement. In the same way, it is 
necessary for bisexuals to have 
their own symbols and not to 
"piggy back" on the gay move- 
ment. These two new bi symbols 
begin to answer this community's need. 


- Fritz Klein 


TRI-STATE CONFERENCE ANNOUNCED: 

February 5-7, 1999 will be the dates of the next Tri-State Conference. It will be held in New Jersey on the Rutgers New Bruns- 
wick campus. The 2 1/2 day conference will include workshops, speakers, films, and panels; plus entertainment including a 
dance and a cabaret. The theme is "Beyond The Rainbow". The entire Tri-State (NJ/NY/CT) region as well as nearby Philly 
and Delaware folks are invited. For more information, email bi99@biconf.org, visit our web site at http://www.biconf.org, or 
write to TBC '99, 13 Dartmouth Ave Apt 3B, Bridgewater, NJ 08807-3420 or call 732-246-3769. This is our biggest event in 
our region: Don't miss it! 


"Out on the Prairie" a conference on Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender issues in rural areas. 
June 24-26, 1999 at the University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, North Dakota 

“Out On The Prairie", scheduled for June 24-26, 1999, seeks to bring together social workers and others from the 
helping professions in addition to students and the public to explore the unique challenges faced by gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender individuals and their families living in rura areas. This three day conference, hosted by the Social Work Depart- 
ment at the University of North Dakota, is directed toward these individuals, their families and practitioners who work, live, 
or provide services in rural areas. For information on presenting or participating contact:Nancy Rice, Dept of Social Work, 
UND PO Box 7135 Grand Forks, ND 58202 
701-777-3770 Or 877-688-3660 (toll free) 


The BiPride Flag: Bi visibility! 


‘BiPri s Colars: Magenmia, Lavender and Royal. 


Coming soon to a BiPride Event, BiConference, Protest, Party, Demonstration, Bi Web Site, 
GLBT Community Center, Pride Store or Celebration near YOU! 


BiPride Flags and gift items may be purchased online at BiMart. http:/Avww.bicafe.com/bimart 
“Together, we cau put the “B” in GLBT!” 


The BiCafe: where the invisible become VISIBLE! 


The BiCafe is an Online Interactive BiCommunity, exclusively for 
Bisexual, BiCurious, and BiLoving Adults. 


Personal Data Sheets incorporate Clothed Photos. If you elect to post clothed photos, you will have 
the ability to see other members photos. H nol, you will see their Personal Data Sheets only. 


5 distinct BiChat channets to keep your discussions focused, 9 exciting BiForums & Editorial 
menu with Images, Private Email to Valid email addresses, Screened members, and Bi¥riendly 
service and location listings, Bi Erotic stills, and a General Bisexual Information menu. 


Your Privacy and Confidentiality are assured with me. My email address is mi i 
The Coffee Club, inc. (954) 424-1824. Toll Free in The USA (888) 256-2704. 


http://www.bicafe.com 
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Rita Hester, cont’d 


Media Chaos in Boston 

Boston, MA - December 11, 1998 - A 
coalition of different communities united 
today in street protest action, denouncing 
recent press coverage from their local 
media sources and demanding and accu- 
racy in reporting. 

Gender activists, together with 
members of the bisexual, gay, and lesbian 
communities, joined with homeless rights 
advocates, advocates for social services, 
members of the Latino/Latina commu- 
nity, and advocates for communities of 
Color to protest recent news coverage by 
the Boston Globe, the Boston Herald, 
and Bay Windows. The joint protest by a 
united body of separate communities 
served to draw attention to the serious 
decay of news coverage in Boston. 

"There's clearly a widespread 
feeling that most of the present media 
coverage in Boston is utterly worthless,” 
explained David Rostcheck from the Bi- 
sexual Resource Center. "[The media] 
rattles on and on about Clinton and 
Lewinsky, as if anyone cared. Meawhile, 
serious issues affecting our city get no 
coverage, or halfhearted cursory cover- 
age, or are continuously reported with 
gross errors that never get corrected." 
The Bisexual Resource Center has re- 
cently helped launch a nationa} response 
to the Christian Coalition's "ex-gay" ads. 

Members of the transgendered 
and intersexed communities protested the 
poor media coverage of the recent killing 
of Rita Hester, a transgendered woman 
killed in an apparent hate crime - the 
fourth such killing in Boston in four 
years. Media coverage of the killing has 
been relentlessly derogatory and insensi- 
tive, calling the victim a "gay man", a 
"man who lived as a woman", a "mystery 
to many", and referring constantly to the 
victim as a male, though she had lived in 
as a woman for seven years, had never 
been known as a man in Boston, and was 
well known and liked in her Allston 
neighborhood. 

Despite a storm of criticism lev- 
eled at the papers, they defended their 
labeling practice. Even the city's largest 
gay paper, Bay Windows, drew heavy 
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fire for its insensitive coverage - includ- 
ing pointed editorials articles from rival 
In Newsweekly. 

Puerto Rican activists pointed 
to Herald articles they considered bla- 
tantly offensive. These articles con- 
demned the possibility of Puerto Rican 
statehood, extensively deriding the 
Puerto Rican natives as impovershed 
and unable to learn English. 

Activists for the homeless and 
for social programs described the Jack 
of substantive news coverage given to 
the December welfare deadlines that 
cut aid to 4,000 Massachusetts women 
and children 

Activists for the rights of peo- 
ple of color spoke about Mumia Abu 
Jumal, a one-time member of the Black 
Panthers who faces the death penalty 
for what many believe to be a trumped- 
up case. Members of the African- 
American community consider Jumal to 
be a political prisoner. 

The speakers included Nancy 
Nangeroni (the host of GenderTalk Ra- 
dio on WMBR 88.1), Kazi Toure for 
the Concemed Friends and Family of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, Chris Sterling rep- 
resenting Queer Revolt, Lorenzo A. 
Rossello for the National Committee to 
Free Puerto Rican Political Prisioners 
and POW's, and Leah Eckelberger from 
A Slice of Rice. The Truth Rally was 
sponsored by Tse (f'wo-Spirit Educa- 
tion, TLBG Prisioner support), Queer 
Revolt, the Lesbian Avengers, SOUL 
(Students Organizing for Unity and 
Liberation), M.O.C.A.A., It's Time 
Massachusetts!, Boston Chapter of Na- 
tional Peoples Campaign and other or- 
ganizations. 

Boston activists declared the 
rally the beginning of a new city-wide 
collaboration between previously sepa- 
rated communities in support of each 
other's issues. "The importance of the 
rally was that it was a learning experi- 
ence for all. ." declared human rights 
activist Justice Williams. We were able 
to unite under one issue that effects us 
all, the media. Now that we got the ball 
rolling we will be continuing this coali- 
tion - I believe that we have become a 
force to reckon with." 
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Troubling coverage: Response Letter | 


Although we appreciated the 
| fact that you provided coverage of Rita 
Hester's murder, we were troubled by 
some aspects of this coverage that were 
disrespectful to. both Rita and the larger 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
community. | 
Your coverage included stories | 
| about the community meeting following 
| Rita's murder, the vigil that was held to 
honor het, and comments from families 
and friends mourning the loss of a | 
bright, giving, and life-filled person. 
This type of coverage was both important 
and sensitive as it highlighted the loss of 
a member of our community and dis- 
cussed ways that we came together to 
moum and heal. 

However, in following the Associated 
Press style of referring to transgender 
people by the gender on their birth cer- 
tificate, you deeply offended many mem- 
bers of our community and chose to ig- 
nore the fact that words have tremendous 
power. Each day, we work with gay, les- 
bian, bisexual, and transgender people 
who could tell you about the power of 
inaccurate and even hateful words and 
labels. The impact that such words have 
on people's lives- fear, shame, self- 

i hatred, and feelings of insecurity are 
deep and lasting. Whether intended or 
not, such words can and do contribute to 
a climate of misunderstanding. and intol- 
erance, 

And it is such misunderstanding and 
intolerance that feeds a society that disre- 
Spects us, shames us, and, all too often, 
kills us. As we continue to educate 
those professionals we come in contact 
with about the power of words, and as we 
work with the appropriate authorities to 
ensure that Rita's murderer is found and 
brought to justice, we hope that your cov- 
erage will bring respect to her memory 
and sensitivity to our greater community. 


Joyce Collier, Jose Pares- 
Avila, Emily Pitt, Dave Shannon 


Violence Recovery Program 
Fenway Community Health Center 
Boston 


- Bay Windows, Dec 23, 1998 
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Portland, OR Protects Transgenders 

The City Council of Portland, Oregon 
on December 23 unanimously adopted 
a resolution against discrimination in 
city employment based on "gender 
identity," defined as "a person's actual 
or perceived sex, and includes a per- 
son's identity, appearance, or behavior, 
whether or not that identity, appearance 
or behavior is different from that tradi- 
tionally associated with a person's sex 
at birth." Director of the transgender 
civil rights group It's Time, Oregon! 
Lori Buckwalter noted that the resolu- 
tion was not just a general statement of 
support, but contains specific proposals 
designed to create a workplace which 
will be both practical and a model for 
private employers. 

Among those proposals are 
inclusion of gender identity in city 
agencies’ non-discrimination guidelines, 
expansion of mediation services to re- 
solve gender identity-based employ- 
ment discrimination complaints, re- 
search into health insurance options to 
meet the needs of transgendered and 
transsexual people, and research into 
the possibility of expanding city equal 
employment opportunity certification 
programs to include gender identity. 
Noting that much remains’ to be done, 
Buckwalter said that "this resolution 
creates a tangible prospect that we can 
cooperate to dispel decades of misun- 
derstanding, and make a real difference 
in people's lives. Portland is now a 
place of unique opportunity to start this 
important 
work," 


Villagers Oust Transsexual German 
Mayor December 1, 1998 
QUELLENDOREF, Germany -- By bet- 
ter than a 2-1 majority, residents of the 
tiny German village of Queilendorf in 
eastern Saxony have voted to turn their 
mayor out of office for announcing he 
intended to dress as a woman and even- 
tually undergo a sex-change operation. 
Mayor says her defeat shows a 


lack of tolerance. 

Michael Lindner, now 
Michaela, was elected to a seven-year 
term in 1996. She has attracted trans- 
sexual support from ali over Europe 
and several raucous rallies were held on 
the eve of the village vote to generate 
support. The rally dominated the vil- 
lage of little more than 1,000 residents 
and was covered by news media from 
all over the continent. 


HRC PASSES RESOLUTION TO 
SUPPORT TRANS ISSUES 
[Washington, D.C.: 9 Dec 98] THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 
(HRC), passed a resolution at their 
quarterly board meeting this weekend 
expressing support for measures that 
counteract discrimination based on 
gender identity. 

"The Human Rights Campaign 
strongly supports public and private 
initiatives that counter discrimination 
based on real or perceived gender iden- 
tity. We acknowledge the extraordinary 
work of transgender organizations and 
leaders and view them as important 
friends and powerful allies. [HRC] is 
committed to a mutually beneficial rela- 
tionship with the transgender commu- 
nity. It is our hope that such a 
relationship will help inform and craft a 
shared vision of a world that honors 
and respects all people regardless of 
sexual orientation or gender identity." 


TOLEDO, OH ADOPTS RIGHTS- 
NewsPlanet Friday, December 11 
SUMMARY: Months of hard work by 
activists yielded a unanimous vote by 
the Ohio city's council to recognize L/ 
G/B/Ts as human under the law. 

The Toledo, Ohio City Coun- 
cil on December 8 unanimously (with 
one absence) added sexual orientation 
as a protected category under the local 
human rights law. Transgendered peo- 
ple are also protected, since the meas- 
ure defines sexual orientation as "real 
or perceived heterosexuality, homo- 


sexuality, bisexuality, or gender iden- 
tity." The existing ordinance made it a 
first-degree misdemeanor to discrimi- 
nate in areas of employment, housing 
and public accommodations on the ba- 
sis race, religious creed, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, handicap, and age. 
The new amendment added a section to 
also prohibit "intimidation" based on 
any of the categories, defined as a 
crime committed against a person or 
group because of bias. Mayor Carleton 
Finkbeiner is expected to sign the bill 
into Jaw, which will make Toledo the 
eleventh Ohio municipality to ban anti- 
gay discrimination. 


Tyra Hunter’s Jury Returns 
NewsPlanet Monday, December 14 

A jury has found that ambulance techni- 
cians and hospital staff “joked" a se- 
verely injured Washington, DC 
transperson to death. 

Transgender hairdresser Ty- 
rone "Tyra" Hunter's 1995 death might 
have been prevented with better treat- 
ment, and her final hours included suf- 
fering from human rights violations, a 
Washington, DC Superior Court jury 
decided December 11, awarding 
Hunter's mother, Margie Hunter, a total 
of $2.9-million. 


Britain to Pay for T* Surgery 
NewsPlanet Tuesday, December 22 
When a local National Health Service 
authority tried to minimize the overrid- 
ing clinical need" for 3 transgendered 
people's surgery, they went to court and 
proved the policy was “unlawful and 
irrational." 

Britain's High Court ruled De- 
cember 21 that a local authority of the 
National Health Service must pay for 
sex reassignment surgery for three 
transgendered people. The decision in 
this test case has national implications, 
but because it's the first case to thor- 
oughly examine the question, the defen- 
dant health authority is seeking to ap- 


peal. 
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Bisexual Response Ad Takes Off! 
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In the summer of 1998, a 
number of right-wing groups 
around the country launched an 
ominous new campaign to 


convince the U.S. that 
homosexuality is wrong and that 
bisexuality does not exist. This 
coalition of groups started with full- 
page newspaper ads in papers such as 
USA Today, the New York Times, and 
others, and has now moved on to 
television spots as well as workshops in 
public schools. 

These conservative Christian 
ads show pictures of married opposite- 
sex couples or women with wedding 
rings, and carry text arguing that same- 
sex desires are unnatural, caused by 
abusive parents, and contrary to the will 
of God. The ads encourage people to 
contact the organizations to join 
“reparative therapy” groups, in which 
persons with same-sex desires will be 
given gender training (football lessons 
for men, makeovers for women) and 
same-sex aversion therapy, so that (the 
Christian leaders claim) they will 
become the heterosexual, gender- 
conforming people God supposedly 
wants them to be. 

A long-term bisexual activist, 
Lani Ka’ahumanu, decided that the 
bisexual community needed to form its 
own national response to these 
damaging ads. The bisexual 
community is the primary target of the 
conservative Christian programs; many 
“graduates” of the Christian programs 
admit that they still have same-sex 
desires, but state that they have found 
happiness in opposite-sex relationships. 
Essentially, the Christian programs 
argue that they have converted 
bisexuals to “heterosexuality” just 


because they have entered 
monogamous opposite-sex 
relationships, even though the 


“converts” admit that their sexual 
‘orientation is still towards more than 


one gender. The Christians are 
supporting the same myth that pervades 
so much of our culture - that in order to 
be bisexual you have to be sleeping 
with someone of each gender 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, and if not, 
you must have “slipped” into the 
heterosexual or gay/lesbian “camps”. 

A coalition of bisexual 
activists and organizations, including 
BiNet USA, got together to create our 
own bisexual-positive ads that counters 
the myths about bisexuality perpetuated 
by the conservative Christian ads. Our 
ad argues that everyone — heterosexual, 
bisexual, gay, lesbian, transgendered — 
deserves love and equal protection 
under the law regardless of whom they 
choose to love. The ad was published 
initially in Anything That Moves 
magazine as a pull-out poster, with 
permission to any bisexual or bisexual- 
friendly group to reprint it as part of 
local and national news advertising. 

The press campaign that 
accompanied the ad has been 
overwhelmingly successful. Our 
campaign has been covered in such 
notable gay papers as the Washington 
Blade, Bay Windows in Boston, and 
the Bay Area Reporter in Northern 
California, and has been featured on 
radio programs such as LesBiGay 
Radio in Chicago and GenderTalk in 
Massachusetts. Many organizations 
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have contacted us about reprinting the 
ad and there has been an outpouring of 
interest in bisexual issues as a result of 
the publicity generated by the ad. Most 
importantly, a diverse and accurate 
picture of bisexuality is now out in the 
national media, educating heterosexual, 
gay, and lesbian people alike that 
bisexuals exist and deserve community 
attention. 

To view the ad and learn more 
about the campaign, find a web browser 
and go to the site http://www. 
anythingthatmoves.com/reaction. If 
you are interested in becoming 
involved in the press campaign, want 
more details, or do not have access to 
the World Wide Web, contact me 
directly at hfranek@carileton.edu or 
415-626-5550 Ext. 126. We have 
people working on the campaign all 
over the country and I will be happy to 
put you in touch with other people in 
your area who are interested in the 
campaign. 

Celebrate bisexuality! As 
those of you reading this newsletter 
know, our bisexuality is a fundamental 
and sacred part of ourselves, and true 
spiritual depth comes in celebrating 
ourselves for who we really are. 

- Heather Franek, 
Ad Campaign Coordinator 


I consider bisexuals to be an integral part of the gay community's goals and concerns. 


e Strongly Agree30.5% 
Agree40.2% 
Unsure14.0% 
Disagree 1.0% 
Strongly Disagree4.3%328 
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EBAH (cont'd from page 1) 


and by the progress groups have made 
with advancing pro-BTLG legislation at 
the state and local level." 


"The Equality Begins at Home events 
will be a watershed moment for our 
movement. Never before have state or- 
ganizations come together to organize a 
coordinated series of actions to advance 
BTLG equal rights." stated Paula Ettel- 
brick, National Coordinator for EBAH. 


The need for the Federation grew out of 
meetings of statewide activists occur- 
ring at NGLTF's annual Creating 
Change Conference in 1996. NGLTF 
serves as the Federation’s coordinator 
to support the work and resources of 
the Federation. NGLTF took the ex- 
traordinary step of endowing coalition 
with a grant of $5,000 to help insure the 
success of EBAH. 


"States are ground zero in the struggle 
for equality and justice, and it is essen- 
tial that these state groups are sup- 
ported if we are to ensure our ultimate 
success as a movement. NGLTF is hon- 
ored to assist in the ongoing activities 
of the Federation,” said NGLTF Execu- 
tive Director Kerry Lobel. 


(To find more information please visit 
the web site: equalitybeginsathome.org) 


Local EBAH Actions 


Nebraska: Equality Begins - in Ne- 
braska! 


Nebraska has embraced the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force's 
(NGLTF) idea for Equality Begins at 
Home week in a big way. Plans center 
around two fundamentals, a statewide 
demonstration of Gay, Lesbian, Bisex- 
ual, and Transgender pride and out- 
reach to state legislators to enact appro- 
priate civil rights legislation to protect 
their gibt constituents. Organizers are 
also using the opportunity to improve 
involvement by gibt people in areas 
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away from the two largest cities — 
Omaha and Lincoin, the capital. 
NGLTF envisioned a coordi- 
nated, 50-state action to kick things off 
just before the change of the century. 
This action was based around the idea 
that the most effective actions have 
been at the state level, rather than the 
national level. They took the idea to 
their Policy Roundtable in 1998. The 


Because our children are taken away: 


Because we lose our jobs. 


Because the courts do not protect us: 


Simply for who we LOVE. 


Because We aFo N iciousls attacked: 


Because we are arrested: 


Because we are refused basic human rights 
as enshrined in the Untied Nations 


Declaration of Human Rights: 
Simply for who we ARE, 


Because we are ridiculed m school: 


Because we are scored in Congress: 


Because we lose our Hyves; 
Simpiy tor how we LIVE, 


ause We are allies: 
Zecause we live in Marviand: 


Because we work for Justice. Equality. 


Dignity. and Human Rights: 


Simpiv because 


EQUALITY BEGINS AT HOME 


- Maryland EBAH Statement 


Policy Roundtable, made us of repre- 
sentatives of glbt groups across the na- 
tion, endorsed the idea and agreed to 
support it in their organizations. BiNet 
USA, one of the member groups, has 
made a significant commitment to mak- 
ing this happen and BiNet leaders are 
taking part in state planning committees 
across the nation. 

In Nebraska, the 10-petson 
planning committee is lead by Citizens 
for Equal Protection, and also includes 
members from P-FLAG, two college 
GBLT groups, the Rainbow Outreach 
Center, and 4 bisexuals - including the 
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resident BiNet USA National Coordi- 
nator and Regional Organizer. The re- 
sult has been a plan that is broad and 
inclusive in its scope. 

The curent agenda includes 
not only the March 21 - 27 Equality 
Begins At Home week, but activities 
throughout the month of March. Grant 
funding was received which will be 
used, in part, to bring the Family Por- 
trait Project and the 
NAMES Quilt to Ne- 
braska for a tour of col- 
lege campuses throughout 
the state, winding up in 
Lincoln for a week-long 
display in the Capitol. 
We will also have gibt 
people throughout the 
state 
gathering employment 
nondiscrimination state- 
ments from businesses 
they work with and do 
business with. Nebraska 
has never been able to get 
an ENDA-type law out of 
committee, but it is hoped 
that statements like this 
will provide incentive to 
lawmakers as well as pro- 
tection to GLBT people 
living and working here. 

The Week itself 
is being billed as a 
"family" gathering. The 
actual 
week festivities include: 

Sun - "Family" 
church day 
Mon - Ribbon cutting 
by governor* of display 
of NAMES 
Quilt and Family Portrait project 
Tues - Youth Day activities culmu- 
nating in an alcohol free party 
Wed - Bi Day including Biphobia 
makes me blue" pins with bisexuals 
across the state wearing blue (or laven- 
der) 
Afternoon - A speaker 
Thurs - GLBT people from across 
the state will travel openly in caravan to 
Lincoln for weekend activities 
Morning - Lobby training 
Afternoon - GLBT will lobby 
(Continued on page 12) 
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(Continued from page 11) 

their state legislators for legal protec- 
tion under the law, copies of employ- 
ment nondiscrimination statements will 


be given to lawmakers 
Evening - “Family” reunion and 
potluck 


Fri -Afternoon - Rally on capitol 
steps, keynote speaker 
Evening - Party 
Sat - Morning - "Family" brunch 
Afternoon - "Family" day at the 
ZOO 


*We do not expect the governor to ac- 
cept, but will offer him the opportunity 
to join in.... 

Nebraska is very excited about the po- 
tential of this week and the weeks 
leading up to it. States throughout the 
country and planning actions of their 
own and bi people should be part of the 
planning and the participation. It's a 
wonderful chance to be visible and to 
improve our legal standing throughout 
the country. 


Colorado: So far, BiNet Colorado is 
working with Equality Colorado to pig- 
gyback on any and all events that are 
already scheduled. We haven't decided 
to do a bi day but we will be doing 
“biphobia makes me blue" whenever 
we can all week, encouraging everyone 
to wear blue, dye some part of their 
body or hair blue, etc. I'm going to con- 
tact some of the local queer-owned bars 
and cafes and request "blue plate" spe- 
cials all week. 

The tentative schedule for gen- 
eral events are: 
Sunday, March 21: EBAH kickoff rally 
by gibtq youth on the steps of the state 
capitol, followed by youth lobby train- 
ing session and party. Religious or- 
ganizations statewide to talk about gibt 
issues in services, advertisement in sup- 
port of glbt persons endorsed by vari- 
ous religious organizations, education 
hour on gibt issues. 
Monday, March 22: Youth lobby day at 
the state capital 
Tuesday, March 23: The "love project" 
100 portraits of gibt couples and femi- 
lies that include photo, family descrip- 
tion and benefits. and rights not re- 
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ceived by glbt people. portraits will be 
placed on every legislators desk. 
Wednesday, march 24: Coordinated 
action at county clerk offices to obtain 
marriage licenses 

Thursday, March 25: "Thursday in 
black" bringing an awareness about 
violence within and towards 

our community. Ask service providers 
to do in-service training on glbt issues. 
“clothesline project" on steps of state 
capitol to visibly demonstrate hate vio- 
lence 

Friday, March 26: A day of "no hate" in 
schools and universities across the 
state. students and faculty will be 
asked to wear buttons with the univer- 
sal symbol for no hate. Public service 
announcements to be read over pa sys- 
tem in participating schools. 


Iowa: Tthe most recent plan for Iowa's 
EBAH activitiesincludes a Lobby day, 
a Youth Lobby day, a Spirituality Fo- 
rum, and are attempting to set up five 
regional activities throughout the state. 
Those will be organized by local 
activisits. Contact Myke for details. 


Maryland: In early December, Free 
State Maryland convened an ad-hoc 
group of activists to help coordinate 
Equality Begins at Home activities 
across the state of Maryland. This 
group created a mission statement and 
an endorsement process to support its 
efforts: The following document sum- 
marizes all of the activity of this ad-hec 
committee to date, in that it describes 
the mission, summarizes the plans for 
EBAH, and then. invites endorsement 
and specific action to support EBAH. 
BiNet's Deb Kolodny represented bi 
interests at the meeting, and sincerely 
hopes that Maryland Bis take the op- 
portunity to create a bi specific event to 
support EBAH. 

Join us in promoting Equality 
and Justice for all in Maryland Endorse 
Maryland Equality Begins at Home. 

From March 21 to 27, we or- 
ganize as LGBT communities and our 
allies in Maryland and throughout the 
United States to promote social, politi- 
cal, and economic justice: 

Current plans for the week 
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include a rally in Annapolis on Mon- 
day, March 22, followed by an evening 
of lobbying our state legislators and a 
day of state campus events. Possible 
events include an Interfaith Service and 
a Bisexual visibility event, and addi- 
tional actions could unfold as the or- 
ganizing progresses. 

Additional ways endorsers can 
help make Maryland Equality Begins at 
Home a success: 

* Advertise the week's events to your 
members 

* Pledge to get at least 10 people to at 
least one event 

* Send donations (any amount will 
help and will be much appreciated) 

* Offer a speaker for a rally 

* Hold an event meaningful to you, 
and tell us about it so we can put it on 
the calendar 

Help us send a powerful message to our 
legislators and to the citizenry of Mary- 
land this March....Equality and justice 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans- 
gender peoples, indeed for all peoples, 
begins at home! 


Florida: GLBT people from across 
Florida will be in Tallahassee March 20 
to 22 for a weekend of education, me- 
dia events, and lobbying. There will be 
panel discussions, press briefings, 
speaker trainings, meetings with elected 
officials, workshops, and fun activities. 
Workshops are planned for Saturday, a 
tally and Youth Summit are scheduled 
for Sunday, and lobbying will be the 
focus on Monday. For general infor- 
mation, call Equality Florida at (813) 
253-5962 or email eqfl@eqfl.org. To 
plan activities related to bisexuals, call 
Ann Schranz at (813) 986-5820 or 
email annschranz@aocl.com. 
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Each November the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force hosts Cre- 
ating Change. This conference draws 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
organizers, activists, and other indi- 
viduals and allies together to participate 
in workshops, panels, and discussion 
groups. It is also an opportunity to net- 
work and create strategies to protect 
and improve the lives of GLBT people. 
It is a wonderful forum and opportunity 
and a lot of good things have come 
from this annual meeting. 

I first attended Creating 
Change in 1996 when it was held in 
Arlington, Virginia and I have attended 
twice since. That first experience, 
which was reported in BiNet News in 
early 1997 was the worst of times and 
the best of times. Bi and Trans people 
were ejected from workshops, their 
points of view were discredited from 
podia, groups refused to acknowledge 
the part that Bi and Trans people had 
played in their organization's history, 


Postal Address: 
Email Address: 


Phone: 


to BiNet News! 


__ $20 - Regular Membership 


(ee ee ee ee oe OS eee cs ee ee woa ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ae 


and, in general, bi and transphobia were 
rampant. But it was also the scene of 
great progress as bi leaders met with a 
White House liaison and a huge demon- 
stration of bi and trans visibility was 
held at the plenary. 

I was hesitant about what I 
would find at the 1997 conference in 
San Francisco, but it was obvious that 
the world had changed drastically dur- 
ing the preceding year. Bi and trans 
people were keynote speakers, present- 
ers, and major participants at all levels. 
The conference was an affirmation of 
the changes that were being made in 
our community. 

The conference in Pittsburgh 
in 1998 continued the wonderful trend 
that had been started. Bi and trans peo- 
ple were inchided at all levels and the 
Bisexual Resource Center was honored 
for the work they had done in the suc- 
cess of the International Bisexual Con- 
ference in Boston earlier in the year. 


Yes, I want to join BiNet USA! 


Is discretion necessary? Yes_ = No___ 
Join on a 12 month membership at these levels and get these exciting benefits! 


All membership levels enable the member to vote in elections and business meetings, plus they receive a yearly subscription 


__ $45 - Regular Membership + ATM + the BRG + Biack Sheets for one year’ 
__ $35 - Regular Membership + ATM + the BRG! 

___ $30 - Regular Membership + Anything That Moves for one year! 

___ $25 - Regular Membership + the latest issue of the Bisexual Resource Guide! 


Several workshops focused on bi and 
trans issues exclusively. I never heard 
anyone say gay and lesbian without in- 
cluding bisexual and transgender. One 
young bi trans woman I know felt so 
affirmed by her experience at Creating 
Change that she didn't. want to come 
home again! 
We still have a long way to go. 
But it is gratifying to see change that 
results from the work that is being 
done. BiNet USA's work with other 
national groups, especially NGLTF, 
and our continued presence at the Cre- 
ating Change conference and other na- 
tional conferences throughout the coun- 
try, has made lasting real change within 
the GLBT community. In 1999, Creat- 
ing Change will be held in Oakland, 
California. It will be another great op- 
portunity to create real change. Catch 
it if you can! 
- Marcella Bucknum 


To: BiNetUSA 
; 4201 Wilson Blvd #110-311 
Atlington, VA 22203-1859 
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Ad Hoc Committee Report 


March on Millennium 


Move that BiNet USA decide that we will 


not endorse the March on the Millennium 
and: 


each tool about how 


ze differently. 


g Bi 


bility, education and 


recruiting members ip-building at the 
April 30, 2000 MOM events and 

3) Continue to participate in he Ad Hoc 
Committee for an Open Process critique, 
which is developing a lager progressive 
LGBT agenda for our movement 

the March. 


~ Binet Resolution on MOW. 


In an important step in our work, 
the Ad Hoc Committee for an Open 
Process brought our concerns about the 
Millennium March on Washington and 
the general state of the lgbt movement 
to the Creating Change conference in 
Pittsburgh over the weekend of Nov. 
12th to the 15th, 

The weekend began for us on 
Thursday (11/12/98) as 150 activists 
from the lgbt movement gathered in the 
national meeting we had organized. In 
the last six months, the Ad Hoc Com- 
mittee had raised our criticisms of the 
top-down and closed doors methods of 
the groups which had initiated the 
MMOW: we brought a proposal for an 
open process to their invitation-only 
meeting in June; we gathered 300 sig- 
natures on a two page center-fold ad in 
the Washington Blade in mid- 
September; we organized public discus- 
sions in Boston, New York City, Al- 
bany, Washington, DC, & San Fran- 
cisco; and we wrote articles and did 
interviews with media outlets. Several 
months ago we realized that the annual 
Creating Change conference organized 
by the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force would give us an opportunity to 
talk to hundreds of 
activists. We put out a call for our 
own meeting on November 12th and 
planned for three workshops at the 
conference. 

During the Nov. 12th session 


it was clear that the Ad Hoc Commit- 
tee's call for a movement wide discus- 
sion about whether to march on Wash- 
ington - and about the state of our move- 
ment - had struck a chord with organiz- 
ers around the country. (For instance, 
BiNet USA came to Pittsburgh having 
just decided to not support the MMOW 
and to continue to be involved with the 
Ad Hoc Committee.) In a standing- 
room-only meeting at the Andy Warhol 
Museum an array of lgbt activists added 
their voices to the growing chorus urg- 
ing a halt to the work on the MMOW 
and supporting the opening of the proc- 
ess. The problems with the MMOW 
were placed in a broader context as 
speaker after speaker addressed the need 
to redefine what are movement is all 
about: both what we are fighting for and 
how we do our work. For instance, 
theirs was criticism of GLAAD's accep- 
tance of $110,000 from Coors and other 
examples of the "corporatization" of the 
movement. 

The energy of the meeting car- 
ried into the weekend as hundreds of 
people participated in three workshops 
and several meetings organized by the 
Ad Hoc Committee at Creating Change. 
Throughout the conference the specific 
issues about the "Millennium March" 
and broader concerns about the direc- 
tion of the lgbt movement were raised 
and debated. The NGLTF Board of Di- 
rectors showed its concern about the 
MMOW by convening an open meeting 
to discuss NGLTF's relationship to the 
MMOW. A diverse group--including 
many young people--took up the Ad 
Hoc Committee's call and challenged 
NGLTF to leave the MMOW Board. 

Above and beyond the specific 
content we brought to all of these dis- 
cussions, perhaps most importantly the 
work we did in Pittsburgh opened up 
space for people to raise questions and 
articulate their own ideas. In workshops, 
in informal discussions, and in many of 
the plenary sessions’ presentations peo- 
ple expressed their concerns about the 
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direction our movement has been mov- 
ing in. For instance, there was wide- 
spread discussion about the need for 
the lgbt movement to include race, 
class and gender perspectives in our 
work and the need to understand our 
fight for sexual liberation as tied to 
other struggles for social and economic 
justice. 

In addition to the sessions we 
organized, other meetings were pulled 
together. P-FLAG organizers from 
around the country responded to these 
issues by putting together a meeting on 
the spot and unanimously urged their 
national leadership to reconsider their 
participation on the MMOW board. 
Local P-FLAG chapters and members 
had not been consulted about their or- 
ganization’s involvement in the 
MMOW and activists urged their na- 
tional organization to undertake an or- 
ganization-wide discussion, (We have 
since learned that some of the materials 
from the Ad Hoc Committee are part of 
the discussion packets being sent to P- 
FLAG chapters.) 

Youth activists took their own 
initiative and issued a public letter call- 
ing on the National Youth Advocacy 
Coalition and NGLTF to withdraw 
from the MMOW. The People of Color 
caucus that met throughout the week- 
end added their concerns and criti- 
cisms, also asking NGLTF to stand by 
our movement's principals of democ- 
racy and inclusivity by withdrawing 
from the MMOW. 

Immediately following Pitts- 
burgh, we sent a memo (along with our 
original proposal for an open process 
to determine whether or not our com- 
munity wants to organize a march on 
Washington) to the two day meeting of 
the MMOW Board being held in 
Washington, DC on Nov. 17th and 
18th. While we asked for a response as 
of the writing of this letter we still 
have not heard from the MMOW 
Board. 

- From Ad Hoc Committee 
Mass Mailing, (Editted for space) 
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Bi People 
Bi Café Birthday Bash 


Our first year BiCafe Anniversary 
Party. On Dec 5th, here in beautiful Ft. 
Lauderdale, was a pleasant gathering of 
over 30 Bi People (bisexual, bi curious, 
bi loving and bi friendly). The Deck 
Restaurant and grounds were decorated 
with colorful BiPride Flags and gift 
items. We began gathering at about 
5:00 and slowly settled down for our 
special “one and a half pound lobster 
dinner.” The food was terrific and the 
wait staff went out of their way to take 
care of us. They even had flowers on 
the white table cloths that matched the 
BiPride Colors (magenta, lavender and 
royal). 

As dinner was being served we 
were treated to the beautiful singing 
voice of one of our own members, Ac- 
tor225. After a couple of Broadway 
Show tunes, we began to feel nostalgic 
for New York. Thanks for establishing 
the upbeat party atmosphere Actor225! 

As dinner came to a close, I 
took the opportunity to talk about the 3 
purposes for the celebration. First was 
the BiCafe Anniversary — we’ve come a 
long way in a short period of time! 
Congratulations to everyone!! Second, 
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handsome Dr.FritzKlein1594 and I 
spoke on behalf of BiNet USA. I read 
their mission statement. Fritz assured 
us that BiNet is an important part of the 
Bi Movement. Thanks to all those that 
helped by making contributions through 
BiPride Flag sales and contributions. 
We raised a total of $110.00. We hope 
many who picked up the BiNet flyer 
will decide to join. Thirdly, I had the 
pleasure of introducing the BiPride 
Flag. The concept was brought to life 
jointly bi Allfrynds!1042 and yours 
truly! All indications are that the beau- 
tiful flag will become an integral and 
key element in The Bi Movement. 

The flag may be purchased soon at Bi- 
Mart — The BiCafe’s Online store for 
Bi People. 

Then I got to make good on 
my surprise — the reason for the cam- 
eras. | had a beautiful sexy young lady 
named Desere posing nude in one of 
the adjoining Hotel Rooms. Photos 
were snapped bi party goers who en- 
tered one and two at a time (except for 
Elektral592 and jdstls1235, who some- 
how managed to miss out on the female 
half of the show). Not to offset the bal- 
ance, our young handsome model 
David proudly posed his bare sculpted 
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body to the beat of Sash (thanks trash- 
kitten990 and beachbum1006). Once 
developed on Friday, they will be 
posted as the December Photo Shoot! 

A live DJ carried us joyously 
into the night as Bi People met Bi Peo- 
ple and friendships were made (and 
Actor225 split his pants dancing!). I 
hope all had as nice a time as I did. I 
look forward to our next social /non — 
sexual (save that for the new bi friends 
you make)/ fun with an erotic twist/ 
gathering! 

Special thanks also to attend- 
ing BiCafe members BiManMD950 
(our long distance attendee — Maryland! 
And now he will have clothed pho- 
tos!!), blueferal478 (our knowledge- 
able and highly recommended market- 
ing talent), AmazonWoman552 
(founder of The Bi-Symbol — looking 
slim and sexy!), Adam727 ( a natural 
born photographer!) , Cathy of 
Cathy&John280 (another natural 

born photographer!), Boy- 
Toy1595 (always a joy to spend time 
with you!), Fred379 (the future first Bi 
President of the United States!) , and 
Tarzan1144 (you missed all the festivi- 
ties!). 

- Michael Page, Bi Café 


BiWest/SoCal Bi Conference: Masquerade Ball(Oct 24, 
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Regional News 


Midwest News: 

It's finally gotten cold! I hope 
everyone has their long johns on. Our 
states are busy gearing up for EBAH in 
March and BECAUSE in April. If 
you would like to be involved in EBAH 
or BECAUSE planning, good! We need 
you! Please contact Myke or I for more 
information. 

In case you didn't notice, my 
name is Terri Ann. I'm the newer of the 
Midwest RO's. I was appointed back in 
November. I operate out of Omaha. 
Please email/snail mail/call me and let 
me know you're out there. Are you 
sharing your newsletter with someone? 
Do you belong to an organization? Are 
you all alone on the prairie? Get ahold 
of me. I love to hear from our MidWest 
Bis. 

Organizers from the Midwest 
and Central Regions met at the Leader- 
ship Retreat in November where a dis- 
cussion of regional boundaries was 
started. It was agreed Missouri would 
be better served by the Midwest and 
that U.P. Michigan and Wisconsin 
would connect more with Central. The 
main reasons for this were geographic 
and cultural. It was also noted that this 
would unite all of Kansas City and all 
of Michigan. The regional] realignment 
was proposed to the delegate body pre- 
sent which reached consensus to ap- 
prove the switch, The representatives 
from Midwest and Central Regions are 
excited about the new additions to their 
regions and hope members in the in- 
volved states will be too. Expect great 
things in '99! There are tentative plans 
for groups from Columbia, MO, 
Omaha, and Kansas City to get together 
in KC in February. More details to 
come. 

While writing this I'm trying to 
decide on whether I should go to a big 
New Year's Eve bash this evening or go 
home, curl up with the cat and crash at 
10p. I'm feeling grinchy. What do you 
think? That's all from snowy Omaha. 
Happy New Year! Happy Valentine's 
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Day! Don't forget - Bi Coming Out 
Day is Feb. 14. Mark your calendars 
and tell the neighbors! 

-Terri Ann 

The Midwest Region will hold 
its third annual Leadership Retreat dur- 
ing the first weekend of February. The 
Leadership Retreat is a time for mem- 
bers to set the direction for the region. 
The weekend will include setting goals 
and creating processes to reach those 
goals. Of course, there is plenty of 
time for social activities as well. In the 
past, we have gone dancing, met Bud 
the Cow, and watched bi-themed mov- 
ies. Additionally, this year's retreat 
marks the first anniversary of the Mid- 
western Bisexual Alliance, Inc. 

This has been a challenging 
year for the Midwestern Bisexual Alli- 
ance. Like many new organizations, we 
have felt some growing pains. Several 
of the board members have had to step 
down from their positions for various 
reasons. It is always hard to lose lead- 
ers who provide vision, energy, and 
spirit. 

To make the Leadership Re- 
treat more accessible, the Midwestern 
Bisexual Alliance, Inc. is paying the 
lodging for two representatives from 
each of our regional states. If you are 
interested in attending or have ques- 
tions, feel free to contact Myke Selha at 
bimyke@hotmail.com, (515)233-8375, 
or 105 Jewel Dr. #4, Ames, IA 50010. 

-Myke 


Tri-State News: 

There is alot of stuff going on 
here in NYC for Bi's. We have a new 
Bisexual Wommin of Color group 
called the House Of Anjea. There is an 
upcoming conference called Pa'fuera 
Pa' lante in the next two month and I 
will be facilitating Where is the B in the 
Latino/a Queer community. We are also 
looking forward to the Tristate meeting 
at Rutgers University. So New Yorkers 
are gonna be in the house. There is 
also a Bisexual Youth group at a youth 
center called the New Neutral Zone. 
The group is called Bi 
Any Other Name. It's the only group in 
NYC. 

- Peace Penelope 
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On Sat, Nov 7, Tom Limon- 
celli did a "Bi 101" workshop for ali 
the new volunteers at GAAMC's new 
volunteer session. GAAMC is the 
state's oldest and largest G/L/B/T or- 
ganization. Volunteers were being 
trained to staff their help line, their 
youth group, and other functions. We 
thank GAAMC for the opportunity and 
look forward to participating in future 
sessions. 

-Tom 
MidAtlantic News: 
Well, the Mid-Atlantic region is off to a 
great start with a new crew of volun- 
teers. Many thanks to the many efforts 
of previous RO's Debra Kolodny and 
Marly Davidson in getting us off on the 
right foot. Not only are Deb and Marly 
proving to be good mentors, but they 
created a great deal of momentum in 
the organization during their tum as 
RO's. The new volunteers include Julie 
Walko and J Fields, RO's; Gar Young, 
Treasurer; and David Grenham and 
Erin Demuth who have volunteered to 
help plan the Fail 99 retreat. 

The religious retreat location 
we used for last years retreat ran into 
uncertain difficulties and won't be ac- 
commodating us again. We are cur- 
rently seeking a new location for next 
year's retreat. 

Many of us attended the Mat- 
thew Shepard rally on the steps of the 
nation's Capitol, and later attended the 
memorial service at St. Margaret's Epis- 
copal Church, Unfortunately, the ser- 
mon did not include bisexuals when 
listing queer sexual orientations and 
there was not a unified bisexual pres- 
ence. Hopefully, with the visibility that 
BiNet USA leaders are striving for, this 
will be more likely at future events. 

Marly Davidson, Rochelle 
Spiker, and J Fields were invited to 
speak at Interweave, a Unitarian gay & 
lesbian organization that is one of our 
allies. It was good public speaking ex- 
perience, and the audience was genu- 
inely interested in Bi issues. One of 
their members even "outed" them self 
as Bi. 

We look forward to more op- 
portunities such as this to spread the 
word! i 

{Cominued on page 31) 
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Bi “Families” 
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What is the Bisexual Definition 
of Family? By Jon Spinner 


I think many of us are at- 
tracted to Bisexuality because we like 
the fluidity. For some people it may 
erode the borders of sexual orientation, 
for some gender. I suspect that for most 
of us it has profoundly affected what 
our view of a "family" is. 

My first sexual experiences 
were as a boy and they were with other 
boys. Later, as I moved on to college, I 
started to have sexual experiences with 
women. After graduation I came to the 
conclusion that either relationship was 
viable for me. In my experience, a per- 
son's sexual plumbing doesn't seem to 
matter. You can always work some- 


thing out. As for more emotional as- 
pects, modern culture insists that 
friendship is now an important factor in 
establishing an intimate relationship. 
Behaving this way I noticed that there 
was no difference in the quality or na- 
ture of my friendships with women ver- 
sus those with men. So that didn't seem 
to be a segregating factor. 

Socially I've always been a bit 
independent. So public sanction for a 
same-sex partner never intimidated me. 
The flip side of this also applies. I have 
never felt the need for a formal societal 
justification of my relationship. I am 
also a child of divorced parents and I 
have experienced family relationships 
from two parents, to single parents, to 
parents living with companions, to re- 


married step families. | have valued all 
of them tremendously but I have seen 
nothing that recommends one above 
another . Barring a convincing argu- 
ment from a mate, I will not get mar- 
ried. This has caused remarkably few 
problems so far. The main exception 
being insurance. Currently the univer- 
sity I work at does not provide domes- 
tic partner benefits and the state of Mis- 
souri does not recognize Common Law 
partnerships. So my partner dwells in 
American society's health care gap. 

As I have gotten more in- 
volved in the Bisexual community I've 
also stumbled into the BDSM, or 
Leather, community. From my experi- 
ence the two communities overlap to 

(Continued on page 18) 


Family - Are You Sure I Only 
Get 500 Words? By Terri Ann 


Family. What an awesome 
concept and such an integral part of my 
life. It's difficult to figure out where to 
begin. Do I start with my extended 
given family? My smaller chosen fam- 
ily? My family life as a single person? 
The family I hope to some day start? 
Do I write about my commitment to 
family above all else? How do I see 
family from the perspective of a Bi ac- 


My Family, by Wendy Curry 


I first met Brian when I was 
14. He was every girl's friend; I called 
him "Brother Brian." At 15, he was 
the first to tell me I deserved better 
than my abusive boyfriend. When I 
moved on, it was Brian who was there 
for me. A couple months later, 2 days 
after an almost kiss, and a week before 
my abortion, we finally got together. 

We moved in together when I 
was 17, married at 18. The thirteen 


tivist? The facts: I am the oldest 
grandchild of a tight knit extended 
family of 19, which includes my grand- 
parents, 7 children/spouses, and 10 
grandchildren. I count about half as 
many in my 'chosen' family of good 
friends. 

I put chosen family in quotes 
for a reason. Given the chance, I would 
choose my given family. For all their 
faults, short comings, and eccentrici- 
ties, I could have done worse. To 
prove our fierce loyalty to the family, 
we have all chosen to live close to one 


years that followed have been your 
typical “white picket fence, coming out, 
being poly, having a triad, falling for 
another womyn, crashing-burning, try- 
ing monogamy, feeling penned in" 
story. You've seen it a million times. 
Hardly worth mentioning. A 
Since I was a kid, I've been 
curious. I wanted to know how the 
telephone worked, where my place in 
the world is, how come my nipples 
harden when I hug Leeann. I figure, 
the only way to learn is to experience 


another. I'm the furthest out at 1/2 
hour. (I've always been the independent 
one.) Some of us have moved away 
and chosen to come back. 

I moved away for over 3 
years. I needed to find out who I was 
outside the context of my family. Until 
then I was only the oldest child of the 
oldest child, namesake of my grand- 
mother, expected to follow the family 
party line of conservative Catholicism. 
Moving away showed me how outgoing 
I was, how very liberal my politics 

(Continued on page 18) 


life. 

Brian has this inner peace pa- 
tience that lets him stay in one place. He 
knows that the world rotates every day... 
and if he stays true to himself, does his 


own thing, then eventually the entire 


world will come by. We balance each 
other, he and I. I keep him from bore- 
dom; he keeps me from prison. 

I almost divorced him twice - 
once for personal reasons and once for 
political. The first was after an intense 

(Continued on page 18) 
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(Continued from page 17) 

varying degrees throughout the country. 
On the whole I think it is enough to rec- 
ognize the Leather community as a 
"sister" community much as we do the 
Transgendered and Polyamorous com- 
munities. The greatest appeal for me in 
BDSM is that sexual activity and sexual 
roles are regarded with that same ex- 
perimental playfulness that I remember 
having when I was young... probably 
the only "fun" thing about puberty. In 
BDSM the act of foreplay and inter- 
course is wrestled away from the socie- 
tally appropnate domains of Romance, 


BINET NEWS 


Psychological Bonding, and Procrea- 
tion and delivered into the hands of 
Lust, Play and Curiosity. Things I have 
done at fetish balls and play parties 
clearly pull some of my sexual behavior 
out of the private realm of my relation- 
ship with my partner. 

Considering all of these fac- 
tors, I'm not sure I can say what defines 
a family. When looking to define the 
term "family" from personal experience 
F look through my past and see myself 
sitting in hospitals next to blood rela- 
tives and close friends alike. I have 
shared rooms, apartments, and houses 
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with a wide assortment of people. I 
have communicated with and really 
shared my feelings with lovers and 
friends since I was a small boy. I have 
had sexual experiences inside and out- 
side of relationships. Most importantly, 
I have shown no interest in “official” 
definitions from society as to what con- 
stitutes a family. What am I left with? 
At this point my partner and I are a 
family purely because that is what we 
agree we are. Society will have to learn 
to live with us. 


(Continued from page 17) 
were, and gave me the strength to come 
out as bisexual and pagan - things I'd 
known about myself for a long time. 
Armed with new tools, I 
moved Home. I'm not out to my fam- 
ily, but then, they have always sub- 
scribed to a don't ask, don't tell policy. 
I think they've figured out I'm not 
Christian. I'm sure they have 
wondered at times if I was gay. As a Bi 
activist I feel we are all responsible for 
being as out as possible to further our 
goals of education and acceptance. As 
a daughter of conservatism I know how 
hard that can be. 
It will probably be a while be- 


(Continued from page 17) 

relationship with an amazing womyn. I 
was promising to be everything to two 
people - not an easy task. 

The second near-divorce was 
in response to all the "heterosexist” 
press about marriage. I felt so guilty 
for being married. Hell! I felt down- 
right ashamed. I'd either try to hide my 
marriage (wear a big ring above my 
wedding band) or feel I needed to ex- 
plain it away by youthful ignorance. It 
seemed better if I got divorced and we 
redefined ourselves as partners. In try- 
ing to come up with the words to ex- 


fore I come out to my family unless I 
end up in the media during EBAH 
week! I see myself taking steps, 
though. I'm out as pagan to my mother. 
That went just fine. Now, I tackle the 
big one. I know she will keep loving 
me. We'll still be great friends, and I'll 
continue to go to her house for dinner. 
Coming out is scary, nonetheless. I 
can't imagine what a hard decision this 
would be for some one on more uncer- 
tain ground. 

And, though I am a member of 
this large, loving family, I do not have a 
family of my own. I long to follow in 
the footsteps of my mother, aunts, and 
grandmother. I want to be a matriarch 


plain this to him, I knew there was no 
way I could do it without hurt. So, I 
made the bravest, politically incorrect 
decision in my life - by keeping with 
the oldest tradition of all. I love him 
more than I care about how others per- 
ceive me. 

On the polyamoury/ 
monogamy scene, we have no label. It 
been two and a half years since I've 
been with another person. Some might 
call that monogamy. I've had other 
partners during our marriage. Some 
might call that polyamoury. But neither 
deifnition seems to cover it. I'm think- 


leading her family through the years, 
martyring herself at every family func- 
tion. I enjoy living with just my cat, 
having my freedom, and doing com- 
pletely as I choose. I also hope for a 
confidante(s), a deep commitment, 
someone(s) to share my triumphs and 
tragedies. 

What I can tell you about fam- 
ily is, I need it. I'm very lucky to have 
it. Whatever form it is in, whatever 
label I place on it, for me, it is a neces- 
sity. So, that is how I begin to tell my 
story of family. 

Could I have another 10,000 words or 
so? 


ing abut creating a Kiein scale for - 
ogamy's. The geek in me loves the 
idea of defining our relationship as a 
number. 

Here's the closest I can get to a 
description. Brian is a supportive, lov- 
ing, respect rules, mate for life, only 
have eyes for you sort of guy. I'ma 
take on the world, support each other's 
individuality, detest rules, nonmonoga- 
mous flirt. Each day we make a con- 
scious decision to be together. The rest 
is negotiable. 
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I Love You, and I Love You Too 
by Ron Owen 


It was the most exciting and important 
day of my life as I stood there with Pe- 
ter and Leonie in front of about 150 
friends and we took turns sharing our 
commitments vows with each other. 
We had not spoken our individual vows 
to each other prior to the union cere- 
mony in Marina Del Rey, California, 
January 12, 1991. Our vows were new 
to us and our witnesses but one phrase 
we had agreed on prior was that each of 
us would end with, "I love you, and I 
love you too.” looking in turn at each of 
our two life partners. Our first child, 
Chad was born nine months (and six 
days) later. Our daughter Ariana was 
born June 13, 1996. 

How is it that three people 
came together, fell in love, and formed 
a bipolifidelitous triad? For me, it be- 
gan in college, at UCLA, when I finally 
came to understand the duality of my 
feelings, my attraction to both sexes. 

I searched and found no examples or 
models for my ideal family. 1 became 
very involved in ARETE (the LA bi 
group from the 70's and 80's) after grad 
school and in January 1981 I met Peter 
at a party for EST (if any of you re- 
member Warner Erhardht?) practitio- 
ners after being introduced by a mutual 
friend from ARETE. 

- In addition to our mutual at- 
traction, we had a mutua! desire, to cre- 
ate a family with another man and 


woman (or possibly two women) and to 
have children together. We have been 
together since that night and we shared 
with all our friends that our intention 
was to have a family. We were blessed 
to meet a beautiful woman, Leonie, 
while at an annual conference held in 
Scottsdale Arizona every summer. 
Leonie was at the conference in 1990, 
after traveling from her home of Perth 
in Western Australia. On a day trip to 
Jerome, AZ, she was sitting behind us. 
She says her first thought was that we 
were a gay couple and yet by the end of 
the conference she and Peter were feel- 
ing an attraction for each other. I had 
returned a week earlier for work. 

Peter came back from the con- 
ference with Leonie and they shared 
their feelings for each other and I de- 
cided then that I wanted to see if this 
was what we had been searching for, 
for nine years. I fell in love with 
Leonie and she with me and Peter. I 
began to talk about having the union 
ceremony, but first, Peter and Leonie 
would legally marry in Las Vegas, as 
she is Australian and it is the only way 
for her to be here. Of course, we would 
have liked to all three be legally mar- 
ried but let's save that for another issue. 

We now live in the burbs of 
Scottsdale, Chad is in first grade and is 
Passionate about soccer and also loves 
Stars Wars and playing with army men. 
Ariana at 2 and half keeps all three of 
us on our toes. Experiencing their un- 
tarnished love and enthusiasm for life is 
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a joy I can not express in words. Our 
close neighbors understand why there 
are three adults in the family and what 
it all means, but they have to ask first! 
Chad just made a new friend and I went 
to his house to meet his parents and the 
first thing the boy shouted out was 
"Chad has two dads!" without any 
judgement, just pure enthusiasm. And 
that is the way it should be! 


Mise Family Quotes 

I am a monogomous bi who also con- 
siders herself to be a christian/agnostic, 
(don't strain on that one! ;-) ) and 
wishes I had the energy, more of a soci- 
ety where I was taught to be poly, but 
have decided to leave it for another life- 
time because as a person with a rather 
low libido which gets satisfied quite 
easliy by just flirting most of the time, I 
find I really like being monogomous. 


I'm in a primary relationship w/ a man, 
but occasionally pursue relationships 
with other women and men outside my 
primary relationship. I'm bi, my part- 
ner is straight. He is also poly and is 
free to pursue other relationships. 


I am polyamorous, have known that I 
am emotionally polyamorous since I 
was eight, and am currently ‘dating’ two 
men. At various times I have been in a 
long-term primary relationship with a 
woman, a triad, and single/consciously 
celibate. 


Over the next few issues, we plan to spotlight each of the BiNet initiatives. The first focus will be on the TRI (technology 
resource initiative). BiNet News is accepting submissions regarding “all that is¢yber.” Are you a technophobe? Or a junkie? 

| How has cyberspace altered your coming out process? How. did the internet change the face of the bi community ? Is 
activism different post-email? Does the increased reliance on email create a classist society? Submissions should be 500 words. 
They must be submitted electronically — via email (newsletter@binewusa.org) or mailed — (either typed/double spaced or PC 
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A VISION: "Our" Place 


Title: Should the Bisexual Movement be Part of the Lesbian and Gay Movement? 


Presenters: Deb Kolodny, BiNet USA Advisory Board 

Deb has been a Bi activist for 13 years, and an activist in the women’s, faith, social justice, labor and LGBT 
movements for 20. She has served two terms as a National Coordinator for BiNet USA, and has been 
published in various and sundry places on the topic of Bisexuality. She is currently editing an anthology 
written by Bisexual People of Faith. 

Robyn Ochs, Editor,Bisexual Resource Guide 

Robyn Ochs is a long-time bi activist. She teaches courses at Tufts University on bisexual identities and on 
glib cultures in the US & Canada. This is her 5th Creating Change Conference. 

Fim Turner, National Coordinator, BiNet USA National Coordinator 

And allies: 

Lori Camargo, LLEGO 

Cathy Renna, Director of Community Relations, GLAAD 


Description: 


Veteran Bisexual organizers are joined by powerful Lesbian and Gay allies to discuss the intersections and 
points of departure of the Bisexual and the Lesbian and Gay Movements. While issues of inclusive lan- 
guage may be touched on, this workshop will explore much deeper questions which cause discomfort or 
even conflict between these movements, as well as the questions which transcend those differences. 


Abstract: 

Veteran Bisexual organizers, Robyn Ochs, Tim Turner, and Deb Kolodny are joined by Lesbian activist and 
GLAAD staff member, Cathy Renna and Lesbian and Gay activist Lori Camargo, representing LLEGO, the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and transgender Latino and Latina Organization in exploring how and when it is 
sensible for Bisexuals to work with the larger LGBT movement. They will also discuss the realm of work 
which Bisexual activists feel belongs squarely outside of the LGBT rubric. 


Panelist will explore questions like: 
Does the Bisexual agenda track in lock step with the larger Lesbian and Gay Movement? 
Is there even a monolithic Lesbian and Gay Movement to track with? 


What is the significance of the bi-gendered, feminist leadership within the Bi Movement? What is the 
impact of LGBT organizations using inclusive language when Bisexual constituents are not listened 
to, served or understood? Under what circumstances do Bisexual activists want to work with the LG 
movement? 


What unique power, insight, or possibility does the Bisexual Movement bring to the larger LGBT 
Movement? 


a 


In the present wave of "queer" 
politics and coalition building, we, as 
the "Bisexual" community are seeking 
a place in this movement as a viable, 
diverse and educational body in a force 
we refer to as the "movement". At the 
recent Creating Change 98 in Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, I was fortunate 
enough to be on a panel entitled 
"Should the Bisexual Movement be a 
Part of the Lesbian & Gay Movement?" 
Wow, talk about a loaded question! 

My initial answer to the panel 
question is: "No, but sort of." In an era 


of polarized politics that tease moder- 
ates by shifting in and out of centrist 
views we have a rare opportunity. 
Where as the Gay and Lesbian Com- 
munity represents a "Leftist" appearing 
agenda. And the opposition groups 
such as the Christian Coalition repre- 
sent the “Rightist agenda of a moral 
center" (interesting how they use 
"center in a rightist agenda), we "area" 
the center. We, as a "Bisexual" com- 
munity come from all walks of life, all 
agendas, all areas, all social classes, 
and encompass a most diverse commu- 
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nity of deviation, have a rare opportu- 
nity to provide a forum for an active 
discussion on the question of gender 
and sexuality. 

The following is from my state- 
ment on the panel at Creating Change 
1998: 

As a movement, we as the 
"Bisexual" community need to move 
from the notion of "inclusion” to an 
intention of "recognition". Although 
inclusion bi all means is extremely im- 
portant, our intentions must be fully 
realized to understand its implications. 
Many feel we are "latching" on to a 
community that is not our own. dn 
many ways, this is a tangible argument. 

I feel we should move to "our" 
space to remain an active and viable 
bridge. Representing the center of the 
spectrum of sexuality, I envision an 
opportunity to expand our contingency 
by lengthening the bridge and its span, 
along the spectrum of sexual diversity, 
in both directions from "our" place in 
the center. 

We must continue to develop and 
nurture relationships with the polari- 
ties. As the Gay & Lesbian movement 
expands their contingency and vision 
they will meet us in a new place. As the 
Heterosexual community is educated 
and opens up to the notion of sexual 
diversity, they too will meet us in a new 
place. 

By actively forming coalitions, 
realizing our place in the global ques- 
tion of universal equality, providing 
education, developing communities, 
facilitating strength, renewing and en- 
couraging diversity, promoting a forum 
for discussion, and visually represent- 
ing our diverse sexual culture in its so- 
ciety of subsets, we can expand our 
bridge and create the place where our 
discussion of equality can be nurtured, 
developed, and realized. 

Finding "our" place does not 

{Continued on page 31) 
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Binet Retreat/Silence 


The BiNet retreat was a first 
for me. I met people I only heard of I 
put names to faces and regions. I must 
say that this retreat was not all business 
(well, accept after hours and I can't in- 
dulge, I wasn't there,really}. This re- 
treat to me had a purpose to get to 
know each other and learn about why 
each of us was there. As for me, 1 got 
to learn a lot about BiNet and under- 
stand my role as a Regional Organizer 
for BiNet. I also found out that being 
an organization that communicates on- 
line and telephone. We have differ- 
ences and different personalities that 
we can now put a face to. Therefore 
because of our differences 1 felt that it 
is forgotten that though we are in a mi- 
nority(aside from the fact that we are Bi 
identified) there is still diversity within 
BiNet. Though there may not be large 
number of people of color, differently 
abled people, people who have myraid 
ways of speaking. We are still within 
BiNet. 

I would like to share my feel- 
ings about one out of many experiences 
I had at the retreat. This is an experi- 
ence that will always be a part of me. 
These were very enlightening experi- 
ences though at times painful. The peo- 
ple that I meet were priceless and the 
experiences were too. _ 

I write about censorship, a 
right to speak not the privilege and rec- 
ognizing. 3 womyn of color and one 
speaks her mind through censorship 
and fear of being silenced. But how 
can this be don't I have the right not the 
privilege to speak. Now I ask did you 
or do you recognize? I in the middle of 
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the room with my sistas, my strong sis- 
tas of color glowing in my peripheral, 
surrounded by white comrades who 
wish to tiptoe pass taboos. I, in the mid- 
dle of no where, surrounded by trees. 
A note of a song lingers in my mind .... 
"strange fruit bearing" ... Sing it Nina 
for your the only one in Carnigie Hall, 
sing it, Billie your the only Bi with a 
flower in your hair. And I'm the only 
one in a room full of white comrades 
standing alone with my sistas of color 
still standing strong. "You got my back 


kid." " Word is life, Son I gotcha 
back." " There's no question Son, 
none." 


Yes, I bring taboos to the light 
where others fail to see, who'd rather 
tiptoe than stomp. I am a LesBiAn wo- 
myn of color, Black Latina to be pre- 
cise. And when others fail to recognize 
when their privilege makes them blind, 
my sistas still glowing not far from 
sight. And when it seems that I fail to 
respond my sista speaks and it cuts like 
a knife the taboos we all seem to want 
to tiptoe past at night. So I ask you 
again do you recognize? 

Cause I can never fail to rec- 
ognize that when I am censored it 
stings, when my language is silenced I 
fail to exist. However I recognize that 
in this day and time I have the nght not 
the privilege to speak my mind in any 
language that I wish. You see I speak 5 
different kinds of English, are you still 
gonna shut it down even if you don't 
understand. "Boo," that's your problem 
not mine. 

Though knowing all of that a 
chill still rose up my back. Because [ 


London Bisexual Parade February 13th 1999 — To coincide with the London BiFest there will be a parade through Cen- 
tral London. The aim of the Parade is to make the bisexual community more visible -- there are a lot of bi's and bi active 
people out there - . It is hoped that people will turn up with smiles, colourful costumes and a celebratory attitude to show 
the world that we are proud of our sexuality and our lifestyle. Bring bannets affirming bisexuality. 


The meeting point and time will be as follows: 


Meeting point: Scotland Place off Scotland Yard, London, SW1. Nearest Tubes Embankment and Charing Cross. Near- 


est BR Charing Cross. 
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was still one of three womyn of color, 
who speaks 5 different kinds of English 
and Spanish. I was still in a 
"progressive" room surrounded by 
white comrades. I was still silenced 
and censored. Even through the chill's 
(that will always come back, when will 
they stop?) I wall stand strong and will 
continuously speak my mind through 
being silenced, censored and other's 
people problems. This moment passes 
the chill disappear and the thoughts still 
linger. I am back in a room with my 
sista's of color eva' glowing, knowing 
allies and tired comrades who wish to 
sleep. As they tiptoe past taboos that 
they do not wish to face, must recog- 
nize that diversity is here. 

No one can deny it's rightful 
place. No one can censor, block, stan- 
dardize or silence it. Just let it through 
just like you say you want it to. 


Soy una mujer de color. Mis 
sentimientos, mis ideas, mi voz te habla 
muy differente. Pero al fin todo es 
igual. Tenemos una causa commun. 
Communicando en lenguajes, voces, 
ideas no como la tuya pero sin embargo 
similares. 

- En Paz Penelope 


I am a womyn of color. My 
feelings, my ideas, my voice speak to 
you very differently. However in the 
end everything is the same. We all have 
a common cause. Communicating in 
languages, voices and ideas not like 
yours but never the jess similar. 

- In Peace Penelope 


Meeting time: Assemble 12.15pm with the Parade moving off at about 12.30/12.40pm. | 
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Looking For You 


As a regional organizer for the 
Central and Southeast regions, I felt, at 
times, isolated and frustrated organiz- 
ing and building coalitions in the bisex- 
ual communities of my territories. As a 
National Coordinator those feelings of 
frustration are the same in many ways. 
At our recent organizer training retreat 
in Chicagoland, we continued our dis- 
cussion of needing organizers on more 
localized areas to aid our coalition 
building, providing education and 
grassroots organizing. 


We, in BiNet USA, pride ourselves 
as being a grass roots model for organ- 
izing but we need help in our efforts. 
We are experiencing growing pains and 
at this point in this discussion we call 
out to you, our local and state organiz- 
ers, to join our efforts as a part of the 
leadership in BiNet USA. Some of our 
regions are extremely large and difficult 
in many respects for our current struc- 
ture to actively and productively organ- 
ize the "Bisexual" community of the 
United States. 


If you find yourself "called" to 
building coalitions and aiding in our 
many initiatives, please contact our 
leadership. We have a place for you as 
an "Area Organizer". I can already 
hear the questions, so here are a few Q 
& A's that may help: 


Q: What kind of commitment on my 
time and resources will this be as an 
Area Organizer (AO)? 


A: That is entirely up to you. You and 
your Regional Organizers will define 
your positions based on the needs of 
your communities. 
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Q: What will Area Organizers do? 


A: As I said before, AO's will be doing 
work depending on their communities, 
but here are what some of the AO's will 
be doing [maintaining regional mem- 
bership list, planning regional retreats, 
stuffing envelopes for mailings, making 
sure local resource centers have BiNet 
USA brochures, planning regional 
fundraisers, facilitating an initiative in 


their area] I am sure many more ideas 
will come out of these new positions. I 
look forward to hearing the ideas other 
regions will have to organize their re- 
gions with their AO's. 


Q: As an Area Organizer (AO), will 
I be part of the delegate body? 


A: Technically no, regions will still 
only have three votes each, but you will 
be able to reflect the views of your ar- 
eas to your regional organizers. You 
will not be required to attend annual 
meetings or delegate meetings, but you 
will be encouraged to attend if you 
wish. 


Q: Are their official requirements 
for Area Organizers (AQ)? 


A: No, you define it. You are the peo- 
ple doing the local work; you know 
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what your area needs. Feel free to call 
on any of us at any time for ideas, but 
you get to define you role. One of the 
neat things about new positions is they 
grow into some else, so we are not go- 
ing to put any limitations on what you 
can do, as long as it reflects the goals, 
mission, and policies of BiNet USA. 


Q: Why are the positions called 
Area Organizers instead of local, 
city, or state, organizers? 


A: Communities are different, in size 
and needs. Some states are very small 
but have specific rural needs. Where 
other states are very large with very 
different metropolitan issues. Area Or- 
ganizer allows us flexibility to provide 
as Many positions as any area needs. 


Q: How long am I required to be an 
Area Organizer? 


A: Area Organizers, at this time have 
no terms. Since they are not part of the 
delegate body they are not elected posi- 
tions, you can come and go as you 
wish, although we feel certain when 
you begin as an Area Organizer, you 
will surely get "bitten by the bug" and 
seek other leadership or organizing op- 
portunities with BiNet USA. 


Since our proposal of adding "Area Or- 
ganizers" at the Chicago retreat, we 
have had over 15 people interested in 
helping as an Area Organizer. If you 
are interested in more information on 
how you can become involved as an 
area organizer and include the individ- 
ual needs of your communities in our 
global picture please contact your re- 
gional organizers, Timothy Turner, Na- 
tional Coordinator at (317) 328-1512, 
or BiNet USA at 202-986-7186. 


- Timothy D. Turner 
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The First Time I Knew I Was Bi... 


...was when I was 11 or 12 and real- 
ized everyone was! This happened be- 
cause I needed to explain why I en- 
joyed looking at models in magazines 
and why the curve of a breast or the 
way a dress pressed the 
thigh of woman passing on the street 
would catch my eye and make me turn. 
I knew I wasn't homosexual. A lus- 
cious boy in seventh grade who I had a 
terrible crush on confirmed that. I also 
knew I wasn't purely het. 

I don't know how I learned of bi- 
sexuality or where I had heard the 
term. I felt my thoughts were revolu- 
tionary enough, though, I could have 
created Bisexuality myself! It was al- 
ways the term I used for my Grand 
Theory. To explain my slight attrac- 
tions, and reconcile them with straight 


culture, I reasoned I must be as straight 
as they come. How I felt was how any 
average straight person felt. By the 
same token, there were also no pure 
homosexuals. 

I decided these almost straights and 
almost gays made up the majority of 
sexual orientation with a spectrum 
thinly strung between them. I figured 
somewhere there were a dozen or so 
people who were center stone Bi. After 
I had these epiphanies, I quite happily 
set aside thoughts on my sexuality, sat- 
isfied I had figured it all out. I was ex- 
cited to be a little bit Bi. I was sure I 
wouldn't change. It was ok for people 
to like/lust/love whomever they chose 
even if we couldn't be honest and open 
about it. After all, 2.5 billion other 
straights were bi like me. I would 


Australian Teen Survey 
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never move closer to the middle. 
Since, I have been back and forth 
along that thinly strung spectrum a cou- 
ple of times. I found out Kinsey and 
Klein and a few (hundred thousand) 
other people had figured out the secret 
before me. I've 
settled down somewhere in the middle 
of the scales, grids, and percentiles (for 
this month!). I look back and gently 
chuckle at that 11 or 12 year old girl 
who thought staring at cleavage in Sev- 
enteen and YM was the end all, be all 
in sexual exploration. Being the 
Mother of Bisexual Orientation is a 
great weight to bear. I can handle it. 


- Terri Ann Johnson 


The Age, 17th November, 1998 250 
Spencer Street, Melbourne, 3000. Aus- 
tralia. (Fax: + 61-3-9601-2414 ) (E- 
mail: letters@theage.fairfax.com.au ) 
(http://www.theage.com.au ) 
Homosexual and bisexual youths face 
censure at home and school, says a 
survey.By SALLY HEATH. 

Homosexual and bisexual youths 
suffer high levels of violence, abuse 
anddiscrimination, particularly in 
schools, a national survey has found. 
The survey, based on written responses 
from 750 males and females aged 14 to 
21, found almost 70per cent of the 
abuse occurred in schools. 

The survey, which examined issues 
related to sexual and drug risk-taking, 
was conducted by the National Centre 
in HIV Social research at La Trobe 
University, under the direction of Dr 
Lynne Hillier. It is claimed to be the 
first Australian study into the lives of 
young people attracted to members of 


their own sex. Based on almost equal 
numbers of responses from males and 
females, the survey found that young 
women were more likely to identify as 
"bisexual" than "lesbian", while young 
men were more likely to identify as 
gay’. The young men were also more 
likely to have a partner that matched 
their sexual attraction, while many 
women who were attracted to women 
reported dating men. One of the re- 
searchers, Dr Deborah Dempsey, said 
this may in part be explained by the 
greater opportunity for men to have 
sexual encounters with other men in 
public and highly sexual "gay" con- 
texts. 

In contrast, "young women's 
homosexual exploration is more likely 
to be in the context of established 
friendships”. She said women may 
choose not to act on same-sex attraction 
feelings for fear of jeopardizing the re- 
lationship. Also, more young women 


could hide their same-sex attraction while 
taking part in public and approved part- 
nering with young men. 

One-third of the survey respon- 
dents said they had been unfairly treated 
or discriminated against because of their 
sexuality and 13 per cent had been physi- 
cally abused. Almost half had been ver- 
bally abused. The report said the high 
incidence of violence at school 
“represents a serious violation of these 
young people's rights to safety and of the 
duty of care of school authorities. 

There also appeared to be a link 
between abuse and a high level of illegal 
drug use and alcohol among the group. 
Intravenous drugs had been used by 11 of 
those surveyed, with more women than 
men injecting drugs. Participants who 
had been physically or verbally abused 
were more likely to be using heroin, 
marijuana and party drugs than those who 
said they had not been abused. 
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Ally Campaign is Thriving and Growing! 


We are thrilled to report that the BiNet 
USA Ally Campaign is thriving and 
growing in its first six months of formal 
operation. For those of you who may 
not know, the Ally Campaign is a new 
project, started in 1998, by Deb 
Kolodny, former BiNet National 
Coordinator and current member of the 
BiNet National Advisory Board. As 
members of the BiNet Ally Campaign, 
non-bi organizations such as the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
(NGLTF) and the Gay & Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation 
(GLAAD) pledge to explicitly include 
bisexuals and bisexual issues in their 
organizational policies and programs, 
as well as offering support to BiNet in 
the form of funds, outreach support, or 
other active organizational resources. 


The program got off to an amazing start 
last June with nearly 20 national and 
regional organizations participating. 


Much of the Ally Campaign activity 
this fall focused on gaining 
organizational sign-ons and press 
campaign support for the Bi Response 
Ad campaign, featured elsewhere in 
this newsletter. We are pleased to note 
that we have one new Ally Campaign 
member, the Alternatives to Marriage 
Project, which is based in 
Massachusetts and has a focus on 
exploring alternative relationship 
structures and forms of commitment for 
couples and family groups who do not 
wish to pursue traditional marriage. 
For more information about the 
Alternatives to Marriage Project, see 


Bisexual Youth Initiative Corner 


Well, well, hello everyone. Unless you 
didn't know this it's my first time writ- 
ing here and your first time reading 
what I wrote. Email me andet me 
know how your first time went. Oh yes, 
I'll tell ya' how it went for me too. 
*smile* 

My name is Penelope Wil- 
liams and I am from New York City. I 
am a 23 Year old Woman of color and 
have been involved in local youth activ- 
ism in NYC since 1993. I started doing 
street outreach to youth in the streets of 
NYC. I have reached youth who were 
homeless, sexworkers, substance abus- 
ers and highschool students in their 
schools. Generally youth who identified 
as either Gay, Bisexual, Lesbian, 
Transgendered. 

BYI was established in 1994 
by Brad Dent and other youth joined 
there after. I joined BYI in 1995.1 
met Brad in one of the best talk shows | 
ever was on including Roland Sintos 
Colomas and Stacey, a Bisexual youth 
who helped Brad with the first bro- 
chures. The show was were I first 
heard of The Bisexual Youth Initiative. 
Destiny? Yeah I think so. 

At the time I was 20 years old and later 


found out the that their was other places 
to de outreach at and not necessarily 
with a condom or dental dam. 
BY] opened up a whole new commnity 
for me, introduced me to BiNet and 
Lorraine and NGLTF conference. 
Where I meet Elias and the first grrl I 
ever slept with( I've never been the 
same since). Actually that part came 
after the conference cause I remember 
we sat next to each other in the White 
House reminding Clinton's Deputy As- 
sistant, Marsha Scott, to add Bi and 
Trans to Gay and Lesbian. Oh and that 
was also the time that NYAC, well NA- 
CYSO at the time had it's second or 
third annual meetings and Brad 
dragged me(actaully I went willingly) 
to Jesse Helms office ( really I did, 
you've got to believe me). 

That was the summer of 1995. 
I went from a Local to National en- 
viornment. I met people from all over 
the country. I found a Bi community 
with awesome people. I got letters from 
Bisexual youth from rural and urban 
areas thinking they were all Bi and 
alone. These are memories that mean 
alot to me. This is why I continue to 
stick around(also cause I found out 
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their web site at http://www.netspace. 
org/atmap. Additionally, a number of 
national groups have contacted us 
about upgrading to formal Ally status 
after seeing the phenomenal success of 
the national Bisexual Response Ad 
press campaign. 

If you know of an organization which 
would be interested in becoming a 
member of the Ally Campaign, have 
them contact me directly at 415-626- 
5550, Ext. 126 or at hfranek@carleton. 
edu (no attachments, please). There is 
flexibility in the membership 
requirements according to 
organizational budget and structure and 
we are eager to work with you to 
develop an ongoing relationship! 

~ Heather Franek, BiNet USA Ally 
Campaign Coordinator 


there's a whole lotta fucking work to do 
*smile*) BYI is the only one of it's kind. 
That has and will continue to reach out to 
Bi youth and their allies. 


So I ask that you show this 


newsletter to a young person and if their 
BI tell them that they are not alone. If 
they are not teli them to take it to their 
GLBT youth group and show it to some- 
one who is. Better yet have them contact 
a Regional Youth organizer in their area 
or me so they could let us know what 
they need and we could help them out. 
Better yet have them contact us cause 
they want to be a Regional Youth Organ- 
izer so that they can take Initiative and 
empower themselves as Bisexual youth 
who will know there is a community 
waiting for them. “smile* 


Today as I write this I remember 


at the BiNet retreat this year. Lorraine 
(One of my best mentors. Now you know 
a Grrrl gotta expand on her poly experi- 
ance) said, " You gotta write your history 
Penelope, cause you were 

there. If anybody else does, they'li do it 
wrong cause they were not." So here is 
my Herstory, my memories and feelings 
of a great initiative and the people within 
it. Even the ones that are no longer with 


Peace Penelope 12-98 
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Bisexual and Lesbian Women 


Make Your Views on Safer Sex Known! 


I am an openly bisexual grad student in Counseling Psychology and am studying the experiences, attitudes 
and practices of women who have had sexual relationships (of any duration) with women and men at any 
time from 1985 to the present. Women who identify as bisexual, lesbian and heterosexual, and women of 


all colors, ages, incomes, etc. are needed. 


The surveys are designed to be totally anonymous, and all mailing list/contact information will be kept 
completely confidential by the researcher and destroyed at end of study. This research is totally volun- 


tary — you can decide not to participate at any time. 


Surveys will be sent by U.S. mail, in envelopes marked “Personal, Confidential, to be opened by addressee 
only.” The survey contains explicit questions about past sexual practices and takes about one hour to fill 
out. Postpaid return envelopes are provided. You may also get extra copies for interested friends. 

For more information or to participate, contact me at any of the following: 
ee nicelystudy@mindspring.com 
Phone: (330) 972-8248 and leave message 
mail: Study, P.O. Box 670594, Northfield, OH 44067 


Thank you for your time and interest! 
Barb Nicely, M.A. 
Ph.D. candidate, University of Akron, Akron, Ohio 
This study has been approved by the University’s Institutional Review Board for the 


Protection of Human Subjects. 
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Bisexual Sightings 


By Lani Ka-ahumanu 


Send ali of your bisexual sightings to: 
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<aloha@siip.net> or Lani Ka-ahumanu c/o BiNet USA, 4201 Wilson Boulevard #1 10-311, Arlington, VA 22203 


Even as we stand proud and strong and 
our numbers increase, and we take our 
place and bring our issues to the na- 
tional table, we also become visible 
targets for those who hate and fear dif- 
ference. For many of us this is not a 
new experience, we already experience 
this fear and hatred because of our sex, 
gender, ethnic and/or racial back- 
ground, our religious or spiritual beliefs 
and/or our class background. For some 
of us being an out bisexual is our first 
experience of being outside the so- 
called norms. 


The first sighting in this issue is hard to 
read. Those who target people with hate 
speech, and/or violence for whatever 
reason mean to intimidate and scare us 
back into the closet. However, I see it 
as a wake-up call to action. Each and 
every single one of us can and do make 
a difference in the lives of those people 
we know and especially the people we 
love and consider family. To have the 
personal integrity to be our selves in 
our everyday lives every day of our 
lives is instrumental to real social 
change and to the healing of the society 
in which we live. Loving and respecting 
and celebrating our selves is a neces- 
sary r/evolutionary act in these tumultu- 
ous times. Hate crimes are message 
crimes ~ stand up to them. 


This copied from a William E. 
Woods, MPH email Public and 
Media/News Release “All state- 

ments are direct quotes from the 
tape of a show broadcast on the 

Christian Broadcast Network.” 


Tonight, something exciting. | 
heard, what did | hear, some guy 
say before the show started? 
Something exciting tonight - the 100 


day plan ~ the restoration of Amer- 
ica. Now what is this all about? 
This is really, really cool. We have- 
n't done this in many months - if you 
haven't heard it, fasten your seat 
belt. Now a lot of people, a lot of 
conservatives, right wingers, Chris- 
tians, moral people who are in- 
volved in politics, try to figure out - 
weil, how do we — how do we get 
the country back on track? And - a 
tot of their calculations and goals 
are how do you get the political 
power you need to then do the right 
things? Well, we're gonna go one 
step further than that tonight. We 
are going to start - and there's a 
very good reason for doing this - we 
are going to start- uh - we're going 
to discuss a plan - that will occur in 
the future ~ someday these things 
will happen. 


Day 1 - all death row in- 
mates must be executed tomorrow - 
tomorrow night beginning at 7:00 p. 
m. loca! time - must - everyone on 
death row - will be executed tomor- 
row night - regardiess of the status 
of any appeals - if you're on death 
row, you will be executed tomorrow 
night. 


Cut in Video 


Ok - also on Day 2 - all ho- 
mosexual establishments, including 
bars, bathhouses, massage pariors, 
houses of prostitution, publication 
houses, like homo porn deals and 
all - all homosexual establishments 
are ordered closed and padlocked 
by the local police or sheriffs de- 
partment. 


And finally on Day 2, any- 
one performing, atternpting to per- 
form, or encouraging homosexual 


behavior from this day forward, 
upon conviction, will be executed. 
All right ... 


Cut in Video 


Ten - All employees in fed- 
eral, state or local government or- 
ganizations who are known homo- 
sexuals, bisexuals, transsexuals, 
male lesbians, transgendered, any 
of those - any of those deals, right - 
at the UN conference on women, 
what did they say - so far they're up 
to eight genders? They got her- 
maphrodites, and they got herms 
and merms and ferms - have you 
heard about those? The hermaph- 
rodites, the male hermaphrodites, 
the female hermaphrodites, we 
thought they forgot to add the 
germs, the worms and the perms - 
right - they had to add those - the 
germs, who were they - they were 
the ones that had AIDS. The 
perms - they were the one that al- 
ready got the operation. And the 
worms ~ | think they were the ones, 
already buried - six feet under. 


Anyway - uh - all these em- 
ployees of government - who are 
known homosexual, bisexual, any- 
thing - or who are known to have 
cross-dressed or who have be- 
longed to any homosexual organi- 
zation - must be terminated with a 
24 hour notice and no severance 
pay. Managers knowingly retaining 
homosexual, bisexual, etc. employ- 
ees must pay restitution of double 
the amount of salary and benefits 
paid to the illicit employees and 
two - they will be flogged. And the 
same thing is true again now for any 
government employees who are 
openly pro-abortion. 


PAGE 27 


(Continued from page 26) 
Cut in Video 


(The video then repeats the phone 
call with "Miles" as quoted at the 
beginning of the tape, starting with 
"... to Miles, speak your mind.") 


Be brave, be strong, be coura- 
geous and outrageously your 
sweet bisexual selves. This all 
begins in your heart of hearts, 
then look yourself in the eye 
in a mirror and love yourself to- 
tally for being who you are - this 
coming out is most important 
and remember National Bisexual 
Visibility Day is February 14”. 
Remember organizations like Bi- 
NetUSA are here to support you. 
Remember you are not alone. Get 
involved. And remember BiPOL’s 
motto: Educate! Advocate! Agi- 
tate! 


Chocolate, Vanilla --- but 
what about strawberry? 
Helio, are you really the 
Doctor in the house? 


A Phone Cail by Michael Page in 
to the Dr. Joy Brown Radio Talk 
Show on 1040AM, 8-21-98 (direct 
quotes) 


D: Michael you are on the air. I'm 
Dr. Joy Brown, hello. 

M: Good afternoon, Dr. Brown, how 
are you? 

D: Hi, Michael. Good. 

M: Very good. My first question is, 
Uhm, do you acknowledge bisexual- 
ity as a valid sexual identity? 

D: Uh.. why do you want to know? 
M: Weli, I'm bisexual, myself. | 
have been ail my life, I'm 36 years 
old and uh...one of the greatest 
challenges i've ever faced is meet- 
ing other like-minded bisexuals... 

D: What... so what do you care, 
whether, uh... | certainly wouidn't 
define myself as bisexual, and so... 
you're probably not trying to meet 
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me, so what do you care what my... 
my perspective is one way or the 
other? 

M: Well, I'm just kind of wondering 
what the consensus is out there in 
the community. People as yourself 
who are in the business of heiping 
others, and by. the way you do a 
great job, | enjoy your show. 

D: Thank you. To be quite honest 
with you, uh...| probably don’t buy in 
to bisexuality very much, uh... | 
think it's a way of being upscale 
gay. | think that we, that under cer- 
tain circumstances probably every- 
body is polymorphously perverse as 
Freud would say, and | think that 
men who are... who are straight be- 
come uhm...gay in prison, because 
there is no alternative. Does that 
mean that they're straight, that 
they're bisexual? Probably not. 
Does that mean?... Because it 
seems to me that...sexual orienta- 
tion is something that we have sur- 
prisingly little contro! over, that if we 
could choose who would turn us on 
all of our lives, would be much more 
[unintelligible] and uh... chemistry is 
chemistry but | think you can proba- 
bly close your eyes and think of 
England... and have sex with proba- 
bly anybody under those circum- 
stances, but the question is not, are 
you having sex with a man or a 
woman, but... who are you thinking 
about when you are having sex with 
that man or woman, and so, l., | 
know women who are, who are 
straight, define themselves as 
Straight and... uh... as they aged, 
uh, they were widowed or divorced, 
or... or alone, became sexual with 
one another, not because they were 
gay, but because they wanted some 
physical kind of release and felt 
that, that was the only option 
opened to them. Does that make 
them bisexual? | don't think so, | 
think that they are straight women 
behaving in a way that was not par- 
ticularly consistent with their, with 
their reality, but with their fantasies, 
So... 
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M: Uh...(trying to get a word in) 
D:...s0, t, 1, you, you've been so 
nice to me and |, and | sort of don't 
want to say listen i think you're 
really not being honest with your- 
self, but if you're asking me as a 
professional, | would | think say bi- 
sexuality is... 1 think just because 
there's almost nothing in this life 
that we feel equally about. But, | 
mean, we can like beth chocolate 
and and vanilla, but we have a .., a 
clear preference for one, and given 
a choice, that we would choose one 
over the other. Ah.. now... 

M: Uh...{trying to get a word in) 

D: Now if there is only one , if 
there's only strawberry and and va- 
nila, then we may, | mean you see 
my point, and and my analogies get 
a little nutsy at some point, but... 

M: well, the whole issue of sexuality 
is so entirely complex, that.. 

D: Uhum.. 

M: my feeling is that you're speak- 
ing from the vantage point of a het- 
erosexual woman, that's how you 


identify... 
D: yeah, but you didn't ask me who 
| dated, you I... significantly you 


weren't asking me as a heterosex- 
ual woman, you were asking me as 
Dr. Joy Brown, psychologist who's, 
clinical psychologist, well educated, 
well experienced, And |, | would re- 
spond, Ah., As a heterosexual 
woman I'd say, what do | care? As 
long as your not dating me. | don't 
want the complication in my life. 

M: I, L.. 

D: 1, | don't want somebody cheat- 
ing on me and | don't care who they 
cheat on me with whether it's the 
same sex or different. 

M: Surely... 

D: So presumably the question 
was addressed to me as a psy- 
chologist and | responded to it as a 
psychologist. 1 know, | know, | 
know, | mean look, if your asking 
me. Is that a universally held opin- 
ion - no, Is it a commonly held opin- 
ion - yes. Is it a politically correct 
opinion -not particularly... 
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(Continued from page 27} 

M: But, It's definitely not, ah, It's, 
It's definitely not an upscale gay, ah, 
identity for myself | am truly... 

D: Listen you asked me my opin- 
ion and |, Mike, | sort of prefaced 
the whole thing by saying “what the 
hell do you care about what, my 
opinion?" 

M: All right, Ok, | understand. One 
thing | would like to mention if | 
may. | have created an OnLine Bi- 
Community, it's called The BiCafe, 
it's at www.bicafe.com 

D: Cool. THE END. 


“,.. Close your eyes and think of 
London”!? hmmm, perhaps Dr. 
Joy Brown needs to read our 
own Dr. Beth Firestein’s Bil- 
SEXUALITY: The Psychology 
and Politics of an Invisible Minor- 
ity and that fabulous book BI 
ANY OTHER NAME and then find 
a Support group. Michael thanks 
for sending this in...! 


LLEGO has changed their 
name... — 


LLEGO The National Latina/o Les- 
bian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender 
Organization. 

Please note and correct in your da- 
tabases, lists, etc. 


They now join the National GLB 
Veterans of American as the only 
two national GL organizations to 
be inclusive of bisexuals in their 

tities. 
Muchas gracias mi amigas y ami- 
gos... 


OLDER BI RESOURCE: 


The first Unitarian Society of Chi- 
cago, 1996 BobBi K. from Maine 
sent this in: The following review 
appeared in the Sept/Oct. 1998 
(UU) World. Might be a useful re- 
source in the vacuum about older 
bis. 


My Not-So-Gay Life by Wallace 
Ruderhoiltz, Chicago (The first Uni- 
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tarian Society of Chicago, 1996). 
Rusterholtz, born in 1909, dis- 
cusses his experiences as a bisex- 
ual man, his service in Iran during 
WWII, his memories of his Unitarian 
church in Chicago, and his opinions 
on today's political and religious is- 
sues., Order from Wallace Ruster- 
holtz, c/o First Unitarian Church, 
5650 S. Woodlawn Ave., Chicago, 
IL 60637. $15 


Bisexual Cleric and Gay 
Couple Test New Freedoms in 
South Africa 


By ANDREW SELSKY 

JOHANNESBURG, South Af- 
rica -- The groom wore a gold suit 
to Saturday's 
wedding reception. The bride wore 
a white satin dress, a strand of 
pearls 
adorning his neck. 

Four years after apartheid ended 
in favor of racial equality, gays are 
breaking barriers of their own. Two 
men were married secretly by an 
Anglican cleric. The pastor con- 
ducted the ceremony Friday night at 
a private home, declaring the cou- 
ple married "in the name of God" 
after an exchange of vows and 
rings. But because of church prohi- 
bitions against same-sex marriages, 
it was not an Anglican wedding. "If 
word goes out that | conducted a 
gay wedding, ! will lose my job to- 


Mark Your Calendars 
Now! 


July 23-25 1999 


For the Annual 
BiNet USA 
Membership Meeting!!! 
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morrow," said the pastor, a bisexual 
who was interviewed on condition of 
anonymity. After a three-week hon- 
eymoon the couple plans to push 
those boundaries even further when 
they seek to legalize their marriage 
before a magistrate. If they're re- 
fused, they intend to appeal to the 
courts. This will be the first time it's 
been attempted in South Africa. The 
wedding came one month after the 
Anglican Church denounced homo- 
sexuality as a sin at a woridwide 
bishop's conference in England. 


The revolutionary changes that 
have occurred in South Africa since 
apartheid’s demise have not been 
restricted to race relations. Gay 
rights also have flourished. Under 
apartheid, homosexual sex was a 
crime and two members of the 
same sex could not legally kiss or 
be intimate in other ways in public. 
In 1996, South Africa became the 
first country to have a constitutional 
clause preventing discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation. Last 
May, a high court struck down 
apartheid-era laws against gay and 
lesbian sex. And earlier this year, 
several insurance companies al- 
lowed same-sex partners to be 
listed as dependents for insurance 
benefits. 

Associated Press, September 5, 
1998 


CONGRATS!!! And what's hap- 
pening here? 19 states still have 
sodomy laws ( Georgia courts 
just struck down their sodomy 
law); we don't have federal pro- 
tection against discrimination 
based on sexual and/or gender 
orientation! Then there is Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell - we can still get 
kicked out of the military for be- 
ing bisexual, lesbian and gay! 
What's up with that? What’s up 
with your state and the federal 
gov’t? What you gonna do about 
it? Get involved! VOTE! 
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interview with Victim Advocate, Emily Pitt 
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Fenway Community Health Center is a Boston- 
based GLBT health provider. 

They provide a number of Bisexual/Transgender 
services including:BiCurious Men's discussion 
group., Color Me Healthy, Smoke-Free Bodies, 
The GLBT Helpline and Peer Listening Line, 
Sabor A MI, and a variety of other services in- 
cluding medical, mental health, substance abuse 
treatment, and health promotions. Their VRP 
program is an excellent example of a GLBT 
program that remembers Bisexuals. 


Emily Pitt, Victim Advocate, allowed me to inter- 
view her about their VRP program: "I do see 
many cases invelving bisexuals; often women 
whe are married to men and get involved with a 
woman, and that's when the abuse heats up 
from the husband/boyfriend. Or they are leaving 
the relationship, er there's no communication, 
or they were in a strictly heterosexual marriage 
that 

was abusive, and as they came out of it, they 
realized they were attracted to women and feel 
more comfortable working with me, where they 
can be out, instead of at a traditional battered 
women program where they may have to be clos- 
eted. Í also see men who are bi and abused by 
their male or female partners. 


Interview with Em: 


W. Do you know the percentage of bi 
domestic violence issues you see, vs 


gay? 


E. I am working on getting the numbers 
on that. We are working on our data- 
base right now, and a researcher has 
been coming in to do some work on it 
to get ready for the national hate crimes 
report which comes out in March. I 
asked her to run some numbers for me, 
to see what we get. However, it all de- 
pends on how people identify, and 
whether they're willing to tell us how 
they identify. We don't make assump- 
tions about identity, so a lot of people 
end up in the category "questioning/ 
unsure” if they don't want to say. 


W. Do you see more violence in 
"mixed" couples (where one is bisex- 
ual and one is monosexual?) than 
strictly gay or bi couples? 


E. Do you mean more violence within 


those types of relationships, or do you 
mean greater frequency of violent rela- 
tionships? I'd say that the majority of bi 
cases I see here (and F think the other 
advocates would agree with me on this) 
happen when a woman is married to/ 
dating a man, and then she either a) 
discovers her attraction te women, or b} 
suddenly acts on an attraction that has 
already been there but suppressed, or 
kept hidden from him. Sometimes a 
relationship that has been somewhat 
controlling, but not violent, becomes 
violent (he is threatened by her being 
with women, expressing an interest in 
being with women, etc; or controlling, 
but not violent, becomes violent (he is 
threatened by her being with women, 
expressing an interest in being with 
women, etc; or she acts on it without 
telling him, and he finds out, or she de- 
cides that she wants to leave him and be 
with her) when this happens. Usually 
the violence doesn't just suddenly begin 
out of nowhere; usually there has been 
some type of power/control imbalance 
in the relationship to begin with. 

Also, I see plenty of cases involv- 
ing domestic violence in same-sex, mo- 
nogamous relationships, both with men 
and with women, where the victim sim- 
ply happens to identify as bi. We don't 
usually ask whether or not the perpetra- 
tor is bi, but sometimes that comes out 
in the course of conversation. Once in a 
very blue moon, I see a case involving 
a man who is bi, and involved with a 
heterosexual woman, and the man ap- 
pears to be the victim of violence per- 
petrated by the woman. I've only seen 
one or two of those cases since I've 
worked here, though. 


W. Is there one or two big hot spots in 
bi relationships (excuses for violence)? 
Or are the problems more global - jeal- 
ousy, control, insecurities? 


E. Domestic violence in general is 
about power and control. It's one per- 


son's attempts to maintain power and 
control over their intimate partner. That 
holds true for all domestic violence, 
regardless of the sexual orientation of 
the people involved, In bi relationships, 
I've already mentioned a few things that 
seem to trigger violence. But again, I'd 
caution against putting too much em- 
phasis on the triggers because a batterer 
will usually find any excuse to batter. 
Often it just matters what is the most 
convenient excuse, so if there is jeal- 
ousy because one partner is monosex- 
ual while the other is bi, then that might 
be the most convenient excuse, but it 
could just as easily be that he doesn't 
like the way his boyfriend ties his 
shoes, or she doesn't like her girlfriend 
having such a close relationship with 
her mother, or he thought his wife 
looked at another man/woman just a 
little too long. 


W. Are there special considerations 
you need to take when handling bi 
domestic violence concerns? 


E. In all GLBT cases, identity can be a 
huge issue. Often a woman who is be- 
ing battered by a man but identifies as 
bi, is eligible for services at a tradi- 
tional battered women's program which 
are much more plentiful than services 
for GLBT victims) but doesn't feel 
comfortable there because she's not 
sure she can be out. 

Special issues do come up around 
police involvement, for example when 
both the batterer and the victim are 
women, sometimes police fail to make 
arrests that should be made because the 
fighting is looked at more as a "cat 
fight" than as the serious, often life- 
threatening violence that it really is. Or 
men might not get the necessary inter- 
vention from police because it is as- 
sumed that they can defend themselves. 

People who are in same-sex rela- 
tionships, or people who identify as bi 
but are in opposite-sex relationships, 

(Continued on page 30) 
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(Continued from page 29) 

have the same right to police protection 
and restraining orders as do people who 
identify as heterosexual. Often people 
do not realize that they are eligible for 
services, or don't think of the police or 
courts as outlets that might be helpful. 
Also, people who are in poly relation- 
ships might be hesitant to call police, 
access courts, etc, because they fear the 
special kinds of homo-bi-phobia they 
may have to deal with. Often, getting a 
restraining order means having to out 
yourself in an open courtroom where 
anyone (including your boss or your 
mother, theoretically) could be sitting. 
This is often intimidating. 

Another issue involvedin same-sex 
relationships is that many of us don't 
have any kind of healthy model to look 
at, were taught to be ashamed of our 
love for the same gender, and thus are 
unable to recognize when things are out 
of control, that there is some other, 
healthier way to be in a loving relation- 
ship. Another problem we frequently 
see is our community's hesitance to 
look at the problem. After all, the world 
“out there” has been pathologizing our 
relationships since the dawn of time. 
The question we unfortunately hear in 
the community, is why would we want 
to call attention to what's wrong with 
our relationships, when we are just 
starting to get some sympathy for our 
issues in general? 

And of course, that leads into the 
issue that, since our relationships are 
pathologized by the world "out there," 
often violence in our community is 
looked at as simply a form of S&M, the 
implication being, of course, that the 
victim likes it. Of course S&M commu- 
nities exist in the straight world as well, 
but all heterosexual relationships aren't 
pathologized based on that. Abuse can 
come into play around the adherence to 
boundaries. Domestic violence does 
occur in the S&M community, but it 
occurs when safewords are violated and 
boundaries are not respected. There is 
actually some involvement in the S&M 
communities to speak out against do- 
mestic violence as well. S&M is not 
domestic violence, and victims of do- 
mestic violence do not "like it." But bi 
relationships, in all their varieties, are 
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probably most often to be pathologized, 
and although S&M communities exist 
in the straight world also, that issue is 
often overlooked as people who don't 
understand bi relationships or S&M 
relationships, look at all bi relationships 
as perverted, and misunderstand. 


W. Do you hande many transgender 
domestic violence problems? 


E. Not many people realize this, but 
domestic violence refers to not only 
violence perpetrated by an intimate 
partner, but also by a member of one's 
immediate famtly (or a roommate, for 
that matter--at least in Massachussetts; 
it varies from state to state). I have seen 
a few cases involving gender-variant 
folks who were dealing with violence 
perpetrated by family members. We do 
get the more traditional types of domes- 
tic violence cases in relationships in- 
volving a transgendered individual and 
an intimate partner, and yes I have had 
a few domestic violence cases involv- 
ing people who identify as transgen- 
dered, but we are still working on get- 
ting the word out to trans communities 
that our services are available to them. 

The fact that we have fewer cases 
involving trans victims does not mean 
that it doesn't happen in their relation- 
ships. The current thinking on preva- 
lence rates of domestic violence is that 
25-33% of all relationships involve do- 
mestic violence, whether straight, bi, 
gay, lesbian, or whether the partners fit 
into traditional gender categories or 
not. 
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W. Do you see trends of violence in 
poly couples more so than monoga- 
mous? or vice-a versa? 


E. This doesn't always come out in our 
interviews with clients, so we're not 
always sure. I have seen cases where 
poly couples are involved in domestic 
violence, and boundaries get violated. 
A batterer exposing his partner to HIV 
or something else, practicing unsafe 
sex. I've seen cases where a secondary 
partner was battered by one or both 
members of a couple. A lot of my cli- 
ents who are in poly relationships actu- 
ally identify as gay, although I've 
probably seen a little bit of everything. 
Domestic violence can take all types of 
different forms. 


W. How do your bisexual clients find 
you? is there good outreach in the 
community? 


E. Not enough. Hopefully stories like 
yours will help. We do general outreach 
to GLBT organizations in general, al- 
though we have worked to get our name 
out there to some primarily bi organiza- 
tions. 


W. Does biphobia/transphobia play a 
part in domestic violence? 


E. But of course. In all the ways I've 
mentioned. 
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Announcing the New BISEXUAL RESOURCE GUIDE 2000 


* 100 more = 300 total! 

e More than 400 new and 1700 updated listings! 
e Many new articles loaded with information! 

+ 49 countries represented! 

* A revised and expanded Bi-Bibliography! 

e Bi Resources on the Internet! 

e Updated Bi Film Guide! 


Editor Robyn Ochs and Boston’s Bisexual Resource Center are 
thrilled and proud to present the 3rd Edition of the Bisexual 
Resource Guide 2000. More than 150 volunteers 


RESOURCE i from every comer of the globe have produced the most compre- 

hensive directory ever. Every kind of bisexual and bi-inclusive 

sra Gerra A ’ 3 fe . : 

| GUDE= Boyt @ens, “ie | Organization in the world is in here — youth groups and media, bi 

People of Color coalitions and cross-cultural alliances, political 

groups and social gatherings, universities, religious centers, book- 

stores, HIV/AIDS support, places to dance and sing, and much, much 
more. 


Now here’s more good news. Even though the newstand price for the Bisexual 
Resource Guide 2000 is now $12.95, we at the BRC want BiNet members to get a 
break. So, we’! continue to offer the Guide to you for only $9.95. And, if you order two 
or more copies, we’ll include a FREE Bi Pride Bumpersticker (as seen on our website). 
_ To order, mail this form with your payment to: 
THE BISEXUAL RESOURCE CENTER (BRC) Dept. BN2 


P.O. Box 400639 
Cambridge, MA 02140 


Visit the BRC and the Guide <http://www.biresource.org>, send us email <brc@biresource.org>, or call us at 617-424-9595. 
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5 Individual Q Group (PLEASE PRINT ) 

Name 

Address 

City | ___ State/Province 

Zip+4/PostalCode Country 

Email | | | Website 
Quantity: Guides @ $9.95 each. subtotal _— 
Additional Donation (tax deductable) . [+] $ an 
‘Total amount enclosed (U.S. Dollars) =] T oaar 


Q Check (payable t to Bisexual Resource Center) Q Money Order (in US $$ or International Money Order only) 
For ordering 2 or more copies, de: send my FREE Bi Pride Bumpersticker Q) with text Q without text. 


Thank you for your support. a BRC/BN2 


"BiNet News." BiNet News., winter 1998, p. [1]. Archives of Sexuality 
and Gender, link.gale.com/apps/doc/MDLPYX447255244/AHSI? 
u=ubcolumbia&sid=bookmark-AHSI. Accessed 30 Dec. 2024. 


